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Rani Abbakka
Hiriya Abbakka, the queen of Ullal, a small principality on the West Coast of Karnataka, was on her death-
bed. Years ago, Ullal had been captured by the Portuguese and had become a vassal - they were required 
to pay a tribute to the colonial power. Her daughter and successor, Abakka Devi, was by her side.

The next day, Abbakka Devi 
was crowned queen of Ullal. 
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After the coronation, Abbakka spoke to her husband, Veera Narasimha, the king of Bangadi, about her 
future plans. 
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Abbakka addressed a meeting of Rajas. 

The Next day, a Portuguese envoy presented 
himself to the queen. 

Their reactions only served to strengthen 
Abbakka’s Resolve.

But such was the spell cast by the brave queen, 
not a soldier stirred. They decided to follow 
their brave leader. 

As Abakka walked away - 

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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Abbakka ordered merchant ships to be built 
and in alliance with the Zamorin of Kozhikode, 
she defied the Portuguese and established a 
hugely profitable trading relation with Arabia. 
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All of the ships were apprehended on their return by the Portuguese navy. They fought bravely 
and all the ships returned except Abbakka’s commander’s. This deeply angered the queen. 

The Porutuguese replied however, by attacking. Abbakka stood 
watching as the cannons boomed from across the river. 

Abbakka in turn unleashed her forces 
and they attacked the Portuguese fort.

Ribero, the Portuguese 
commander, escaped with his life. 

Abbakka sent an envoy to Mangalore, the Potuguese base. 

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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When Ribero brought the news of the fall of 
Fort Mangalore, the Portuguese governor of 
Goa reacted sharply. 

For four days the battle raged, but the forces of Ullal were enough. The Portubuese beat a hasty 
retreat in defeat, never to trouble Ullal again. 

Later, Abbakka helped Venkatappa Nayak, the king of Keladi to take the fort of Mangalore. The 
Portuguese were eventually completely driven out of Mangalore by Shivappa Nayak, the greatest of 
the kings who ruled Keladi. 

The Portuguese rallied 
their forces to attack Ullal.

The dauntless Abbakka addressed her men. 
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In the late 18th Century, the East India Company 
had already established a footprint in India.

They were strategically and cunningly 
expanding their presence in India.

Around that time, India was a 
collection of many kingdoms 
controlled by their rulers.one such King, Chellamuthu Vijayaragunatha 

Sethupathy and Queen Sakandhimuthathal of the 
Ramnad kingdom, gave birth to their only child, 
Velu Nachiyar. 

Being an only child, she given the best 
education. she was a scholar in several 
languages and extremely proficient in 
French, English and Urdu. 

She was born on 3 January, 1730, in Ramanathapuram.

Velu Nachiyar
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Velu Nachiyar was also trained in combat.

She learnt to use several weapons, archery, horse 
riding and various martial arts like Valari and Silambam. 

When she was 16, she married the King Muthuvaduganathaperiya Udaiyathevar of the Sivagangai estate. 

Together, the couple had a daughter.

9

VELU NACHIYAR



In 1772, the son of the Nawab of 
Arcot joined hands with the East 
India Company and invaded Sivagangai.

Velu Nachiyar and her daughter were 
drawn into the conflict. However, 
she managed to barely escape.

She took refuge in Virupachi near Dindigul 
for eight years under the protection of 
Palayakarar Kopala Nayakkar.

There, she planned her revenge 
by building a powerful army.

She had the support from Gopala Nayaker but 
needed more help. So she went to meet Hyder 
Ali, the nizam of the Kingdom of Mysore. 

She met him in Dindigul where 
she impressed him with her Urdu.

Moreover, the nizam took note of 
her courage and agreed to help her.

A battle ensued and King 
Muthuvadugananthur Udaiyathevar 
was killed by Colonel Smith.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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He allowed her to stay at the Dindigul Fort. 
There, she was treated like a Royal Queen.

He also provided her with a 
monthly amount of 400 gold coins.

In 1780, she faced the British making 
her the first Queen in India to fight 
a freedom struggle against them. 

She had found out about an armoury of the British. Her plan revolved around it.

She planned 
a suicide 
bombing 
attack into 
the armoury.

to strengthen her army, she 
was given 5000 infantry and 
5000 cavalry. 

The nizam even provided 
her the necessary weapons 
to fight the British.
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Kuyili, Another female warrior in her army,  
accepted the Queen’s orders with honour 
and carried out the mission.

She drenched herself in ghee, lit herself on 
fire and charged towards the armoury thus 
effectively blowing it up to smithereens!

Now emerging victorious, Velu Nachiyar 
managed to inherit her husband’s kingdom 
again which she ruled for a decade. 

After the restoration of 
her kingdom, Velu Nachiyar 
expressed her gratitude 
to nizam Hyder Ali by 
constructing a Mosque 
and Church at Saragani. 

She maintained 
good relations 
with her and his 
son, Tipu Sultan.

In 1780, she took help 
of the Marudu brothers 
with the administration 
of the kingdom.

Later, in 1790, her 
daughter, Vellacci, 
inherited the throne.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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Velu Nachiyar passed away a few 
years later, on 25 December 1796.

To honour her memory, the government released 
a commemorative postage stamp in her name. 

The Tamils called her 
Veeramangai or ‘brave woman’. 

Throughout the years, there were 
several dance ballet performances 
and theatrical plays on Velu Nachiyar. 

In 2014, the Veeramangai Velu 
Nachiyar Memorial in Sivagangai was 
inaugurated along with a six-foot 
bronze statue of the queen.
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On 22 November, 1830, in a small village called Bhojla near 
Jhansi, a little girl was born to a Kori* couple, Sadova Singh 
and his wife, Jamuna Devi. They named her Jhalkari.

*Kori is a community of people who were traditionally 

 weavers but Sadova Singh was a farmer.
^Jhalri was what they called 

 her affectionately.

As the only child of indulgent parents, 
Jhalkari grew up with an independent 
spirit.

Why don’t 
you try out 
these lovely 

bangles, 
Jhalri^?

I don’t 
want to wear 
MORE BANGLES, 

ma! They trouble 
me when I’m 

playing.

This child 
doesn’t like 

anything suited 
for girls. What 

am I to do!

Let her 
grow up the 

way she wants 
to.

Sadly, Jhalkari’s carefree days came to an abrupt end when her 
mother suddenly passed away.

JHALKARI BAIJHALKARI BAIJhalkari Bai
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Jhalri, come 
with me. I want 
to teach you 
something.

The small girl had to get busy learning 
household chores. One day   -

When they reached a nearby forest -

Let’s start 
with ARCHERY. 
I got this bow 

and arrow made 
specially for 

you.

for ME? 
How wonderful, 

Baba!

Her father did not stop with that. He taught 
her how to fight with lathis, or thick 
wooden sticks, and swords.

That’s 
enough for 

today!

I want to 
practise till 
I’m perfect, 

father.

He even taught her to ride a horse.

She practised rigorously, till one day -

Hahaha! 
I won!

JHALKARI BAI
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Well done!
This surely
calls for a
celebration. I will make my 

favourite laddoos* 
and we will both 

eat!

*a sweet

When Jhalkari was 12, she had gone to the forest to cut wood when suddenly -

Jhalkari struck the wolf with her axe but she lost HER GRIP ON THE HANDLE.

Oh!

Legend has it that the young girl fought the wolf and managed to kill it with her bare hands.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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Over the years, Jhalkari’s skill and courage grew tremendously.

Did you 
hear? Jhalkari 

killed a leopard in 
the jungle yesterday 

with just her 
lathi!   

That 
girl is 

remarkable!

One night -

Save me, 
someone 
save me…

That is 
the headman’s 

voice.

Jhalkari rushed to the neighbour’s house where dacoits had 
entered. 

Take that..
and that!

THWACK

THWACK
THWACK
THWACK

The dacoits took to their heels.

Tales of Jhalkari’s bravery reached the ears of Puran Kori, a soldier from Nayapura, Jhansi, who 
served in the artillery unit of Rani LAKSHMIBAI'S* army.

JHALKARI
SOUNDS LIKE AN 

AMAZING PERSON. She 
is the girl I’m going 
to MARRY, MOTHER.

*The Queen of Jhansi

JHALKARI BAI
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Jhalkari’s father accepted Puran’s proposal and soon Jhalkari and Puran were married in a 
simple, traditional ceremony.

With their many common interests, Puran and Jhalkari were happy together.

I’m going 
to race you up 

that hill!

Ha ha ha! 
Sure! Let’s see 

who wins.

Tomorrow is 
Shivaratri. I want 

to take you to meet 
Rani Lakshmibai.

Oh! 
That would be 

wonderful!

The next day, a huge crowd had assembled in the court.

Look! 
The queen has 

arrived.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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One by one, all those present paid their 
respects to Lakshmibai. When it was Puran 
and Jhalkari’s turn -

What a 
wonder! You 
look so much 

like me!

Jhalkari’s features, complexion and 
physical stature, all bore an uncanny 
resemblance to those of the queen.

Jhalkari began to spend time with the queen and 
they bonded over their common love for hunting 
and shooting. SOON -

Jhalkari, 
I feel like I 

can completely 
rely on you.

I am truly 
honoured, Your 

Highness!

I am 
forming a women’s 
army and I want 
you to be part 

of it.

I won’t 
disappoint 

you.

Jhalkari began her training…

…and soon gained expertise in all aspects of warfare.

JHALKARI BAI
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The British had firmly entrenched themselves in India and the people were reeling under their 
oppression.

Anger against the British was beginning to simmer. THE INDIAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE, OF 1857, 
took place on 10 May, in the form of a mutiny of sepoys* in the town of Meerut. The flames of 
revolt soon spread to Jhansi.

*Indian soldiers in the service of Europeans, especially the British 

THE MUTINY IS NOW CALLED ‘THE FIRST WAR OF INDEPENDENCE’.

Over the next few months, 
mutinies were seen in 
Delhi, Lucknow, Kanpur and 
many other cities. The man 
who was given the job of 
quashing all the rebellion 
was General Hugh Rose, the 
commander of the Central 
India Force. Tomorrow, 

we will surround 
Jhansi and capture 

their queen.

With a strong army, General Rose 
launched an attack on Jhansi on 
23 March, 1858.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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The queen valiantly faced the enemy with 4,000 of her troops...

...BUT the soldiers of Jhansi were outnumbered.

It was now apparent that Jhansi was losing the battle.

Why is it taking 
so long for Peshwa 
Nana Saheb’s army 

to come to our 
aid?

I’m sorry 
for being the 

bearer of bad news 
but Tatya Tope’s* army 
has been defeated by 

General Rose. Help 
may not come as 

planned.

*Tatya Tope was Peshwa Nana Saheb’s general and they were both 

eminent leaders of the Indian WAR OF INDEPENDENCE, of 1857.

This is 
a worrying 
situation.

RETREAT!

JHALKARI BAI
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THE QUEEN was holding an emergency meeting of the 
war council, when -

Your 
Highness, I 

wish to make a 
request.

Speak, 
Jhalkari.

Your Highness, 
our soldiers are decreasing 

in number and our food store 
is depleting. If the enemy forces 

breach the walls of the fort, we will 
be forced to engage in hand-to-hand 

combat within the fort. In such a 
situation, we do not want any 

danger to befall you.

So, 
what is your 

plan?
Your Highness, you should 

leave the fort by whatever means 
possible. In order to fool the enemy, 
I will disguise myself as the Maharani, 
take a small unit of soldiers and leave 

from the front of the fort. 

In the meantime, 
you can escape from 

the other side of the fort. 
Once you are in a safe place, 

you can reorganise the 
forces and attack 
the British again.

That is a 
brave suggestion, 

Jhalkari! I will be ever 
indebted to you.

IN THE QUEEN'S 
BATTLE CLOTHES, YOU 

WOULD FOOL ME!

Preparations got underway to execute 
their plan.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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Meanwhile -

Shh.. You 
can enter 

through this 
gate.

Here, 
take this 
money.

The traitor was Thakur Dulha Ju, 
a soldier in the queen’s army.

The soldier’s treachery cost Jhansi dearly.

But -

Jai 
Bhavani!

The confusion and chaos provided Rani Lakshmibai 
the opportunity she was looking for.

Leave now, 
your Highness 
and you should 

be safe.

JHALKARI BAI
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You have deceived
us by disguising yourself as the 
queen but you were betrayed by 

one of your own.

Ploughing through the enemy ranks, Jhalkari went straight to 
General Rose’s camp.

The queen 
has come to 
challenge 

you!

She fought bravely for an entire day without anyone discovering her true identity...

...But the pretence could not last too long.

Surround 
her! She is not 

the queen.

Jhalkari was CAPTURED AND TAKEN to 
General Rose.

Those who 
betray will suffer 

the consequences. As 
for me, you can shoot 
me, I’m prepared to 
die for my queen!

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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The 
woman is 

mad!

If even one 
percent of their 

women ARE AS MAD 
AS THIS ONE, we will 

have to ABANDON 
EVERYTHING HERE 

AND RETREAT.

Take her away 
and keep strict 

guard.

HOWEVER, Jhalkari was not one to be 
stopped. Later that night -

When General Rose launched an attack on the fort at 
dawn, he was shocked.

How 
did she get 

here?

JHALKARI BAI
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A fierce battle ensued.

Jhalkari and her soldiers were successfully reducing the 
enemy’s numbers, when -

Jhalkari, 
Puran has just 
been martyred!

I won’t let 
your sacrifice 

go in vain.

She now fought with renewed vigour.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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The British troops began to target her. Then -

As she fell, a few more bullets hit her.

Jhalkari breathed her last, sacrificing her life 
for the queen and the land she loved so much.

AAH! 

JHALKARI BAI
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While the contributions of Jhalkari 
were unknown till they were brought 
to light in the 1960s by historians, 
today she is a symbol of pride not 
just for her community but for 
the entire nation.

Over the years, her greatness has been 
celebrated through plays, stories and songs and 
she is revered as Veerangana or Brave Jhalkari.

The statues built in her honour and the Veerangana Memorial Trust in Bundelkhand have kept the 
legend of Jhalkari alive. even today, she serves as an inspiration to young girls throughout the 
country. The government of India honoured the warrior by releasing a postal stamp
depicting JHALKARI BAI*. one particular poem immortalised Jhalkari, imprinting her in 
the minds of people, forever.

*RESPECTFUL TERM USED TO ADDRESS A WOMAN

_Mm Pm±gr _o§ K_mgmZ,
Mh>w± Amoa _Mr {H$bH$mar Wr&

A§J«oµOmo§ go bmohm boZo,
aU _o§ H$yXr PbH$mar Wr&

Amidst the sound and 
fury of battle in Jhansi,

Plunged Jhalkari to 
confront the bullets of 

the British.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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In the year 1870, there was a village called Hogla near the town of Tamluk in present-day West Bengal. 

On 19 October, 1870, a girl was born into a poor peasant’s family.

Her name was Matangini Hazra 
and she was going to be one of 
the fiercest freedom fighters 
When she grew older. 

There is very little information 
on Matangini’s early years.

At that time, child marriage was 
still prevelant. So, Matangini 
Hazra was married off at the 
young age of 12. 

Unfortunately, tragedy struck 
when she became a widow at 
the age of 18. 

Now all alone in life, Matangini 
didn’t know where to go or 
what to do. She felt helpless. 

However, she didn’t receive any formal education.

Matangini Hazra

29

Matangini Hazra



Gandhiburi! 
Gandhiburi!

During that time, the freedom struggle was going 
on in full swing. Indians were fighting for their 
independence in all the corners of the nation. 

Matangini became interested 
in the freedom struggle.

As she learnt more about it, she began 
identifying herself as a Gandhian. 

She participated in the freedom 
struggle in the city of Midnapore.

What made this struggle unique was 
the participation of women. 

In 1930, she actively took part in 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. 

While Mahatma Gandhi led his followers to 
Dandi, she protested from West Bengal.

She was arrested for breaking the Salt 
Act. However, she was released immediately. 

But that didn’t stop her from continuing 
to protest for the abolition of the tax. 

Her love for Gandhiji was so much that 
everyone in her village called her ‘Gandhi 
buri’ or the old Gandhian woman. 

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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She was arrested once more where she spent 
the next six months at Berhampore Jail. 

All that time in the jail left her weak and malnourished.

Despite that, she resumed her social work 
immediately to help uplift the untouchables. 

In 1933, she attended the subdivisional 
Congress conference at Serampore.

During the Quit India 
Movement of 1942, members of 
the Congress decided to take 
over several police stations 
and other government offices 
of the Midnapore district.

Eventually, the police initiated a 
baton charge which left her injured.

In no time, she took to 
spinning her own Khadi 
and even became an 
active member of the 
Indian National Congress.
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It was an important step in overthrowing 
British rule in the district and establishing 
an independent Indian state.

Hazra was 72 at the time. She led 
the procession of approximately six 
thousand supporters, mostly women.

Their intentions were to take 
over the Tamluk police station.

Hazra stepped forward to appeal to the 
police to not open fire at the crowd. 

Despite the gunshot, Hazra proceeded 
to advance with the tri-colour flag. 

The volunteers were 
at the back, horrified.However, they mistook her advances and shot her.

When the procession reached the outskirts of the town, the Crown police ordered them to disband.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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VANDE 
MATARAM!

The police shot her a total of three times 
but that didn’t stop her from marching.

The police kept 
on firing. Despite 
that, she kept 
chanting - Hail to 
the Motherland! 

She died with the flag held high and still flying.

They were disbanded in 1944 at Gandhiji’s request.

Her martyrdom for the country was appreciated by the parallel Tamluk government and they incited 
an open rebellion against the government.

She had wounds on both her hands and her forehead. 
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India gained Independence in 1947 
and numerous schools, colonies, and 
streets were named after Hazra.

The first statue of a woman 
in Kolkata was of Hazra’s.

It was put in 1977 at the same spot 
where she was killed in Tamluk.

The statue of Matangini Hazra 
is a constant reminder of the 
remarkable life that she had lived. 

A cottage was established in her 
memory at her birthplace, Hogla.

In 2002, the Department of Posts of India issued 
a five rupee postage stamp of Matangini Hazra. 

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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India’s freedom 
struggle saw the active 
participation of several 
dynamic women such 
as Sarojini Naidu, Aruna 
Asaf Ali and others.

It was their determination and unity that helped India 
break itself from the colonial chains of the British Empire. 

There were freedom fighters 
who were rebelling within the 
nation and some who were 
doing their part from abroad. 

One such woman was Gulab Kaur who left her husband to join the fight for India’s Independence.

Gulab Kaur was born in 1890 in Sangrur, Punjab. Not much is known about her childhood but she 
was aware about the Indian freedom struggle.

She belonged to a poor peasant family. But, at a young age, she was married to Mann Singh.

Gulab Kaur
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At first, the movement had only 
Punjabi Indians who lived and 
worked on the West Coast of 
the United States and Canada.

As soon as the couple 
got married, Mann 
Singh decided to move 
to the Philippines.

On their way to the United States, when 
they were in the Philippines, the couple 
met some members of the Ghadar 
Party who were called ‘Ghadris’.

From there, they were going to go to the United 
States of America to start a fresh life and escape a 
life of economical and political hardships in India. 

The Ghadar movement was founded in 1913 by a 
couple of expat Indians for the sole purpose 
of overthrowing British Rule in India.

This led to the formation of the Ghadar Party.

Later, the movement spread to India and other Indian communities around the world.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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After understanding the Party’s movement, both the 
husband and wife were keen on joining the Ghadar wave.

They decided to cancel their trip and go back to India to be a part of the Indian freedom struggle.

However, Mann Singh changed his mind 
at the last moment and chose to go to 
the United States.

However, Gulab Kaur had made up her 
mind. Whether Mann Singh accompanied him 
or not, she was going to go back to India. 

Gulab Kaur and other Ghadris 
tried to convince him but he was 
adamant about his decision. 

So, she decided to leave her husband to fight 
for India, a decision that she never regretted.

At Singapore, they switched from S S Korea to Tosha Maru.

So, Gulab Kaur, along with fifty other Ghadris in the 
Philippines boarded the S S Korea and set sail for India. 
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Gulab Kaur played an important 
role in distributing literature 
to educate the people about 
the freedom struggle. 

She kept a watchful eye on the printing press 
and also posed as a journalist to distribute 
arms to the members of the Ghadar Party.

Not just that, she even 
delivered inspiring speeches 
to the general public.

There, they mobilised the masses for an armed revolution against the British.

Upon reaching India, the Ghadris began their work. They were 
active in the villages of Kapurthala, Hoshiarpur and Jalandhar.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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She managed to amass several 
volunteers to fight against the British.

However, unbeknownst to her, the British 
smelled something suspicious and she 
was closely being watched by them. 

After gathering enough 
evidence, British authorities 
arrested Gulab Kaur under 
the charges of sedition. She 
was put in a prison in Lahore. 

In prison, she was tortured in the most inhumane way 
possible. But she endured it with utmost determination.

39

GULAB KAUR



There is also a book written on her 
life called, Gadar Di Dhee Gulaab Kaur.

Due to an illness, Gulab Kaur died 
in 1931, 16 short years before 
India gained Independence.

Leaving her entire life and marriage for the nation’s cause made Gulab 
Kaur’s contribution as a freedom fighter one that’s worth honouring!

She spent almost two years in prison. What 
kept her strong was knowing that one day 
the Indian freedom struggle will prove 
successful and India will become independent. 

After being released from the prison, 
she continued to motivate people to 
stand up against the British.

The nation isn’t aware about Gulab Kaur’s contributions. 
But, it is time to honour Punjab’s unsung hero.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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During the early 20th century, India was in 
the middle of its struggle against the British. 

However, there was 
a social evil lurking 
in the shadows - 
The Caste system. 

At that time, during the 
Nizam era in present-day 
Telangana, Doras* asserted 
their powers on the weak.

Several activists fought against them. 
Eventually they became associated 
with the anti-caste movement. 

They rebelled against 
the oppressive behaviour 
of the upper caste.

The movement also saw one activist who rose 
to fight against the people who oppressed her. 

She was Chakali Ilamma who was born in 1895 into a family 
belonging to the washerman caste in Krishnapuram, Telangana. 

*Dominant caste landlords

Chakali Ilamma
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At the age of 11, she was married off to Chityala 
Narsaiah in Palakurthy. Together, they had six children. 

Ilamma used to wash clothes of 
many villagers and do free and 
forced labour for dominant castes.

But even this wasn’t enough to feed such a 
large family making it difficult to survive.

To make ends meet, Ilamma decided to take up farming. 

She leased land from a neighbouring village’s landlord family. 

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

42



Now a farmer, she chose 
to stop doing free labour.

Patwari* Viramaneni Sheshagiri 
Rao took notice of this and 
informed caste landlord 
Visnoor Ramachandra Reddy.

Reddy was not happy with this decision and instructed his goons to sabotage Illamma’s crops. 

Meanwhile, Chakali Illamma 
was a part of the Andhra 
Mahasabha, a cultural and 
social organisation. She had 
become a prominent member. 

This decision ruffled some feathers.

*Village accountant who maintained land records
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With their help, she fought against those goons. 

The battle was ugly and it led to the death of one of her sons. 

Her husband and two other sons were also jailed in 
Nalgonda leaving Chakali Ilamma distressed and helpless. 

But she stood her ground and 
fought against Ramachandra Reddy. 

She fought for her right to land 
in a local court and won the case! 

She realised that her community faced atrocities 
everyday and something had to be done about it. 

So, she decided to take matters into her own hands.

This is my land. 
This is my crop. Who 
are you to take over 
my land and crop? 
 It is only possible 

for you when 
I die.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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She joined the Communist Party of India (CPI) and was an active member.

She destroyed the Patwari’s house and set up a cornfield on the same land. 

And with the help of the 
CPI, she redistributed 
the crop and wealth to 
the oppressed. 

She didn’t stop there either. She went on to join the Telangana Armed Rebellion. 

Soon, her house became a 
centre for activities conducted 
against the feudal landlords 
who collaborated with the Nizam. 

Together, they went against landlords and the Nizam’s ‘Razakars’ army in 1947.
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It was on September 10, 1985, that the ferocious Ailamma died, at the age of 89.

Her legacy is now being acknowledged by the people of Telangana. 

A statue has been installed in Hyderabad to remind people 
of her ferocious battle against the tyrannical zamindars. 

Chakali Ilamma’s struggle 
against landlords and 
casteism inspired many 
people to stand up against 
the exploitation of zamindars.

Her legacy will be forever cherished by the people of Telangana.
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At the beginning of the Indian Freedom Struggle, only men were participating. 

But after noticing that a movement of this magnitude 
needed all hands on deck, even women took to the streets. 

One very notable freedom 
fighter was Sarojini Naidu.

A civil and women’s rights activist and a 
poet, she actively fought against the British 
Raj. Due to her poetry, she earned herself 
the title of ‘The Nightingale of India.’ 

Together, the 
couple had five 
children. One 
of them would 
grow up to join 
her mother in 
the freedom 
struggle.

Her name was Padmaja Naidu and she was born in Hyderabad on 19th November, 1900. 

In 1898, she 
got married to 
Govindarajulu Naidu 
who was a physician.

Padmaja Naidu
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Since childhood, Padmaja used to watch her mother take part in 
the freedom struggle and hoped to walk in her shoes someday.

As a young child, she was always surrounded by freedom fighters.

One of her closest childhood friends was Rattanbai 
Petit or Ruttie Petit who would later on marry 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the Father of Pakistan. 

Mahatma Gandhiji’s speeches 
also influenced her to 
adopt political activism.

She spread Gandhiji’s message 
and also encouraged Indians 
to boycott foreign goods. 

Padmaja was only twenty-one 
when she entered politics.

In no time, she became the joint 
founder of the Indian National 
Congress of Hyderabad. 
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In the 1942 Quit India Movement, Gandhiji demanded for an orderly withdrawal of the British from India.

Padmaja Naidu led the struggle from Hyderabad.

There, in an act of courage, she placed the 
Congress flag on a Residency building.

She was arrested for this and put in jail.

Post independence in 1950, Padmaja Naidu 
was elected to the Indian Parliament, a post 
that she had to resign from due to illness. 

However, in 1956 she was appointed the 
Governor of West Bengal, a position she 
held for ten years and 209 days, making her 
the longest female Governor of Bengal. 
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She was also involved in a lot of humanitarian work.

She was also the Chairperson of the Indian 
Red Cross Society during the Bangladesh 
refugee operation.

Other organisations that she was involved 
with were the Bharat Sevak Samaj, All India 
Handicrafts Board and Nehru Memorial Board. Padmaja Naidu was a collector 

of manuscripts and letters.

She was associated with the Red 
Cross which is an international 
humanitarian organisation. It is 
committed to protecting human 
life and health.
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Sarojini Naidu passed 
away on 2 March, 1949 
in Lucknow.

After her death, Padmaja collected all her poems and 
published it as a book titled ‘The Feather of the Dawn’ in 1961.

After her retirement, she lived in a bungalow on the Teen Murti Bhavan estate. 

She worked diligently and did a lot for the 
welfare of Indians throughout her life. 
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In the 1970s, Padmaja Naidu handed over her 
mother’s residence, The Golden Threshold, 
to the University of Hyderabad (UoH).

Since then it has been home to the Sarojini Naidu School 
of Communication, the Social Sciences department, and 
now the Centre for Distance and Virtual Education.

The Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park or the 
Darjeeling Zoo, West Bengal is named in her honour.

It is the largest high altitude 
zoo in India with an average 
elevation of 7000 feet.

It specialises in breeding animals 
and has also helped towards 
the endangered species of the 
Himalayan Wolf and the Red Panda.

Padmaja Naidu, the daughter of the Nightingale, has 
left a lasting imprint on the history of this nation.

Padmaja Naidu died on 2 May 1975 
due to cerebral hemorrhage. 
But her legacy lives on forever.
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The Indian freedom struggle received active 
participation from states across the country. 

One of Uttarakhand’s most important 
figures was Bishni Devi Shah.

She was the first woman from Uttarakhand 
to be jailed during the freedom struggle. 

Bishni Devi Shah was born on 12 October, 1902 in the Bageshwar district of Uttarakhand.

She studied till the fourth standard.

When she was around 14 years old, she got married. 

Uttarakhand also did its 
part in defying British rule. 

Bishni Devi Shah
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Unfortunately, within 2 years, her husband 
passed away due to unforeseen circumstances. 

Shah felt extremely alone and 
helpless as she had no one to live for. 

It was when she was 19 that she took 
notice of the Indian freedom struggle.

Eventually, Shah started participating 
in these activities as well. 

In 1929, Gandhiji travelled around the country 
to raise awareness about the freedom struggle. 

He also visited Nainital in Kumaun. There, His speech 
influenced Bishni Devi Shah and ignited a fiery passion in her. 

During that time, Almora was a hotbed of 
protest with several gatherings, debates and 
other activities constantly being organised.
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She adopted Gandhiji’s ideals and began leading the women of Kumaun. 

Her name became synonymous with 
women-led protests in Kumaun.

In 1930, during the Civil Disobedience movement, 
Bishni Devi Shah led the protests from Almora. 

She participated in the flag satyagraha where people 
hoisted the national flag to protest against British rule.

On 25 October, several freedom 
fighters decided to perform the flag 
satyagraha at the Almora Municipal 
office. This march was going to be led 
by several prominent freedom fighters.

However, the British police responded with a lathi 
charge leaving several of the leaders brutally wounded. 

There was disharmony in the crowd as they had no one to lead them. 
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That’s when Bishni Devi Shah stepped up and grabbed the flag. 

Just like that, she began leading the entire crowd towards the municipal office. 

After evading the police successfully, she managed 
to reach the municipal office and hoisted the flag. 

In December 1930, she was arrested 
and imprisoned for standing up against 
the British where she was mistreated 
for being a freedom fighter.

Later, in 1934, at the Uttrayani Fair in Bageshwar, 
the British Government had imposed Section 144. 

However, Bishni Devi Shah 
disobeyed the curfew and set up 
a stall to promote Khadi products 
thus boycotting British goods. 

She survived prison with a simple 
mantra - “Don’t worry about being 
imprisoned as it’s merely the temple of 
Lord Krishna where one gets prasad.*”

Bishni Devi Shah’s efforts were applauded across 
the nation and she became popular overnight.

*Blessed food
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The same year, a Congress meet was 
organised in Ranikhet where Bishni Devi 
Shah was elected as the female volunteer. 

In 1942, she actively participated 
in the Quit India Movement. 

On 15 August 1947, when India 
became free, she was one of 
the leading female figures 
who led the celebrations and 
hoisted the national flag. 

Later, she led the celebrations 
of the release of prominent 
freedom fighters.

On 26 January, 1940, with the national flag 
held high, she led the Satyagraha in Almora. 
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After Independence, she did not 
receive much support politically and 
so she resorted to a simple life. 

During her final days, she led a life full of struggles. 

Finally, In 1974, at the age of 73, 
Bishni Devi Shah passed away.  

People always remembered Bishni Devi Shah as a simple 
person always carrying a khadi bag and the national flag.

Bishni Devi Shah’s love for the country and 
acts of selflessness have been immortalised 
in the history of India’s freedom struggle. 

She had a major influence 
on the women of Uttarakhand. 

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

58



The Indian freedom struggle required immense 
participation from all corners of the country.

For that, freedom fighters gave enticing speeches, 
organised rallies and some even wrote literature!

One such writer whose words 
inspired several Indians was 
Subhadra Kumari Chauhan.

She was born on 16 August, 1904 in 
Nihalpur village in the Allahabad 
District of Uttar Pradesh. 

There, she was senior to and friends with 
Mahadevi Verma, who grew up to become 
an eminent personality in Hindi literature.

She wanted to study further but the universe had other plans for her.

She passed her middle-school examination in 1919 at the age of sixteen.

She studied in the Crosthwaite Girls’ School in Allahabad.

Subhadra Kumari Chauhan
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The same year, she married Thakur 
Lakshman Singh Chauhan of Khandwa.

However, immediately after getting 
married, Subhadra and her husband 
moved to Jubbulpore* which was 
located in the Central Provinces.

Subhadra Kumari Chauhan and 
her husband were followers of 
Mahatma Gandhi and wanted to 
participate in the freedom struggle. 

Subhadra became the first female 
Satyagrahi to be arrested in Nagpur.

So, in 1921, they joined the Non-Cooperation Movement.

Later, the couple had five children.

*present-day Jabalpur
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But instead of demotivating her, it 
only further ignited her spirits.

In 1923 and 1942, she was jailed for 
protesting against British rule.

Unfortunately, on 15th February, 1948, she met with an 
accident near Seoni, Madhya Pradesh and died on the spot.

The entire nation mourned her loss. At the time of her death, she was only 43.

Later, she even became a part 
of the Legislative Assembly of 
the State of Central Provinces. 

In 1948, she was in Nagpur attending an assembly session. 

She was headed back 
to Jabalpur via a car.
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Subhadra was really fond of 
poetry and throughout her life 
she released several Hindi poetry.  

She wrote in the Khariboli dialect of 
Hindi. Her style was simple and clear.

She mainly wrote heroic poems but 
other than that some of her works 
were also meant for children.

Her most popular work was 
‘Jhansi Ki Rani’ which was an 
emotionally moving poem about 
the life of Rani Lakshmi Bai. 

It talks about her 
participation in the 
1857 revolution. It 
is a tale of courage 
and bravery.

It is one of the most recited and sung poems in Hindi 
literature and is taught in several schools in India. 
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The thrones shook and royalties scowled
Old India was re-invigorated with new youth
People realised the value of lost freedom
Everybody was determined to throw the 
foreigners out
The old sword glistened again in 1857
This story we heard from the mouths of 
Bundel bards
Like a man she fought, she was the Queen of 
Jhansi

Other than that, she wrote other 
poems such as ‘Jallianwala Bagh 
mein Vasant’, ‘Veeron Ka Kaisa Ho 
Basant’, ‘Rakhi Ki Chunauti’, and ‘Vida’.

They talked about the 
freedom movement in detail.

Apart from spreading awareness among the general public, her poems managed 
to inspire several youths to take part in the Indian Freedom Movement.
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Her memory has been honoured with 
the utmost respect. An Indian Coast 
Guard ship, ICGS Subhadra Kumari 
Chauhan was named after her. 

In the Municipal Corporation Office of Jabalpur, a 
statue of Subhadra Kumari Chauhan stands tall.

To further commemorate her, In 1976, India 
Post released a postage stamp of her.

Subhadra Kumari Chauhan’s poetry echoes 
through modern Indian classrooms and is 
a shining example of historical progress. 

Her work will encourage future generations 
to stand up against social injustices.  She is 
truly a remarkable Indian hero. 
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The British police was known for its brutality on Indians. 
From unlawful arrests to inhumane torture, they did it all. 

There was one freedom fighter who was going to be a 
serious threat to them. Her name was Durgawati Devi. 

Durgawati Devi was born on 7 
October, 1907 in Uttar Pradesh. 

She didn’t get to live her childhood 
at all as she was married to Bhagwati 
Charan Vohra at the young age of eleven. 

when she grew up, She became an active member of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha which 
brought together the worker and peasant youth who shared the same ideology. 

Durgawati Devi
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If you, who knows Bhagat so 

well, couldn’t recognise him, 

there’s no way the police will! 

They’ll be busy 

searching for a 

bearded Sikh man.

On December 17, 1927, freedom fighters, Bhagat Singh and Shivaram Rajguru 
assassinated the assistant superintendent of police, J. P. Saunders. 

Devi played an important role in helping them escape after the assassination. 

Two days after the assassination, another 
freedom fighter, Sukhdev, called Devi for her 
help. He had even brought a friend along whom 
Devi didn’t recognise. 

That friend revealed himself to be Bhagat 
Singh who had created a disguise by 
shaving his beard, cutting his hair short 
and dressing in Western attire. 

Sukhdev’s plan was simple…

The next morning, they woke up early to catch a train for Kolkata. 
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Bhagat Singh bought two first 
class tickets for himself and one 
third class ticket for Rajguru.

So far, no one had recognised them. 

Devi posed as Bhagat Singh’s wife 
and put her son Sachin on her lap. 

Rajguru posed as their servant 
who was carrying their luggage. 

During that time, the CID at the Howrah 
railway station used to scrutinise 
passengers from the Lahore train.

As an extra precautionary measure, both 
the men also carried loaded revolvers. 

They also kept a low-key profile 
to avoid raising any suspicions. 
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So, Bhagat Singh, Durgawati Devi and Rajguru felt 
it best to break the journey at Kanpur where 
they decided to board a train for Lucknow. 

When they reached Lucknow, Rajguru 
departed separately for Benares while 
the rest of them left for Howrah. 

A few days later, Durgawati Devi 
returned to Lahore with her child. 

In 1929, Jatindra Nath Das died from 
a 63-day jail hunger strike while 
demanding equality for Indian political 
prisoners with those from Europe. 

It was Devi who led the funeral 
procession from Lahore to Calcutta.

Huge crowds joined the 
procession along the way. 
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In 1929, Bhagat Singh threw a bomb at the 
Central Legislative Assembly in Delhi. 

He later surrendered himself. 

Later, Durgawati Devi tried to assassinate 
Lord Hailey, the former governor of Punjab, 
but he managed to successfully escape. 

However, many of his 
associates died in the process. 

Eventually, for her assassination 
attempt, the police caught her and 
imprisoned her for three years.

During this time, Durgawati Devi had also sold 
her ornaments which were worth Rs. 3,000 to 
rescue Bhagat Singh and others from trial. 
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Other than that, Devi and her husband 
helped Vimal Prasad Jain to run a bomb 
factory called ‘Himalayan Toilets’ in Delhi.

The name ‘Himalayan Toilet’ served as a 
front for them to run their operations 
smoothly without any suspicions. 

After India gained Independence, Durgawati 
Devi lived a quiet life in Ghaziabad. 

But, she continued to work towards 
the welfare of the people. 

Later, she opened a school in 
Lucknow for poor children. 

On 15 October 1999, Durgawati 
died in Ghaziabad at the age of 92.

Her memory as the ‘The Agni of India’ 
will forever burn in our hearts.
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On 25 June, 1908, a little girl was born 
in a Bengali Brahmo* family, residing 
in Ambala, Punjab^. She was named 
Sucheta which means ‘a beautiful mind’.

Sucheta’s father, Surendranath 
Mazumdar, a government medical 
officer and a staunch patriot, imbued 
in his kids a fervent love for India.

When Sucheta was 10, she overheard her father’s 
friends recounting their harrowing experiences 
in the Jallianwala Bagh massacre**. Soon after --

Sucheta and Sulekha did not realise that 
their playmates were not British but Anglo-
Indian children. An act they regretted later.

The Mazumdars were a large family and 
Sucheta grew up with her nine siblings, 
eating, singing and praying together. 

Sucheta, call 
everyone. It’s 

time for evening 
prayers.

Vande 
Mataram….

You all must know the lyrics 
correctly. Vande Mataram is an 

important song for our 
freedom movement.

Go away…
you brute!

*followers of the Brahmo Samaj faith

^Ambala is now part of Haryana. 

**General Reginald Dyer ordered troops to 

   fire into a crowd of unarmed Indian civilians, 

   killing over 400 people and injuring 1500.
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Surendranath’s job involved frequent transfers, so Sucheta often had 
to change schools. On moving to Delhi, she joined Queen Mary’s school -

Sob!
SOb!

I have a plan. 
Shh…come with me, 
let’s hide behind 

this bush.

Good. We 
can join the 
girls on the 
way back.

The day of the ceremony arrived and reluctantly 
Sucheta and Sulekha went to the venue. But -One day -

This is 
outrageous! 

Why should we 
honour a British 

prince?

Last month we raised
funds to help those affected 

by the flood. Now will you 
volunteer to sew clothes for 
our less privileged brothers 

and sisters?

Yes, Ma’am!

We will be 
going to honour the 
Prince of Wales at 
Kudsai garden, next 
week. Make sure you 

dress neatly.

Owing to Sulekha’s ailing health, she 
had missed a year and now Sucheta 
and Sulekha were in the same class.

While the sisters did not get caught 
or reprimanded, they felt a sense of 
shame for agreeing to go, which they 
carried in their hearts for many years.

Sucheta who was in the midst of 
her examinations, had lost her 
closest friend and confidante.

The sisters completed their 
matriculation and joined Kinnaird 
College in Lahore when Sulekha’s 
health worsened with rheumatic 
fever. For the next few months, 
she was in and out of hospitals 
and soon she breathed her last.
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After her examinations, Sucheta joined the Government College for Women. One day 
when her principal, an Englishwoman, made some demeaning comments about India -

It was only when the principal tendered an 
apology that the students went back to class.

Though disturbed, Sucheta completed her 
masters in history from St Stephens College, 
Delhi, with a top ranking and a gold medal and 
soon took up a teaching job in Lahore.

While still at Lahore, she got two 
teaching offers from colleges.

After Sulekha’s death, 
their father’s health had 
begun to deteriorate and 
he too passed away in a 
few months.

We will 
boycott the 
principal’s 
classes.

Don’t worry, Ma. 
I’ll take care of 

everything.

Take 
care of 
yourself.

We will not 
tolerate such 

comments.

 This is from the
Lahore College for

Women - a well-paying government 
job, and this is from Banaras Hindu 

University, which has a patriotic 
atmosphere though the pay is less. 

Hmm… I know which one
I’ll pick.

We will have to 
curtail the family 

expenses.

I will send 
you money at 
the end of 
the month.
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Dr Verrier
Elwin and I are 
going to visit 

Sarnath. Would 
you like to join 

us?

Whenever there is a
strike, instead of my regular 

lectures I will give a talk 
on the significance of the 

freedom struggle.

Yes, 
I’d like 

to.

Sucheta joined Banaras Hindu University, which saw frequent strikes and demonstrations. 

Their meetings became 
more frequent as 
whenever Kripalani 
came to Banaras he 
would call on Sucheta.

Over the next few 
years, Kripalani and 
Sucheta became 
very close friends.

On 15 January, 1934, a massive 
earthquake shook north India, 
affecting about a crore and a 
half people, killing thousands 
and rendering lakhs homeless. 
As soon as Sucheta’s classes 
were over - 

In Bihar, she met Congress leaders, including 
Kripalani and Gandhi, and began work in a village 
called Rampur Hari in Muzaffarpur district.

Over the next few weeks, Sucheta 
worked tirelessly to ensure that 
the people of the villages received 
food and other essential supplies.

Meanwhile, J.B. Kripalani, a well-known political leader and 
a close associate of Mahatma Gandhi, would often visit the 
University to recruit volunteers for the freedom movement. 
One day -

I need to leave. 
I have to go to Bihar. 

I hear the damage 
is the worst over 

there.

The condition
here is devastating. 
We have no time to 

lose.

It’s nice 
to see you 

again!
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If you
marry him, you 
will break my 

right arm!

The relief work they undertook in Bihar brought Kripalani and Sucheta even 
closer. They were now frequently exchanging letters, most of them talking 
about their yearning for a free India. Realising that they had much in common -

But Kripalani was 20 years older than Sucheta 
and both families were opposed to the marriage. 
Kripalani’s sister wrote to Gandhi, hoping he 
would dissuade the couple from tying the knot 
and Gandhi soon sent for Sucheta.

Don’t you 
think we 

should get 
married?

I
think we 
should.

Why don’t
you think that 
instead of one 

worker you will 
get two! I can also 
work and I want 

to work. 

Over the next few years, Gandhi 
withdrew his objections and in April 
1936, Sucheta and Acharya Kripalani, 
tied the knot in a simple ceremony.

Kripalani had become 
General Secretary of 
the Congress and lived 
in Swaraj Bhavan in 
Allahabad*. A few years 
later, Sucheta quit her 
job and joined him.

*present day Prayagraj

Welcome
to your new 

home!

It’s truly 
austere, just 

like you!
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Sucheta started as a ward Congress worker and then 
moved to the AICC* office, where she was given the 
responsibility of looking after the Foreign Department.

Sucheta grew more and more active 
in politics. One day -

She went from state to state, met the Provincial 
Congress Committee leaders and women workers, 
and set up women’s units in each state.

Towards this end, she founded 
the Indian National Congress 
women’s wing, the All India 
Mahila Congress, in 1940.

More women 
need to join 
the political 
movement.

You are the 
strength of 

the nation. Your 
active support 
can make the 
movement a 

success!

We need to send the news of our
struggle in BOMBAY and Kashmir to
international newspapers. bapu’s
message should reach people 

across the world.

The Second World War broke out in 1939 
and the next year Gandhi launched the 
Civil Disobedience movement, in which 
satyagrahis asked people to withhold 
support to the government’s war effort.

The warning actually motivated 
Sucheta, who was keen to court 
arrest. She soon left for 
Faizabad. Early in the morning, 
on the day she was to address 
a public meeting -

*all india congress committee

I will offer Satyagraha 
from Faizabad.

You may get 
arrested!

I think
the police 

are here to
take me!

I will walk 
with you.
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You are 
sentenced to 
one year’s 

imprisonment 
and a fine of 

Rs 200.

in the court -

She spent time in jail reading, 
sewing, writing, and gardening. 
She even taught the young girls 
who had been jailed.

She was released from jail in January 
1942 and resumed her political work.

Sucheta was taken to Lucknow central jail 
where women political prisoners were kept.

On 8 August, 1942, Gandhi launched the Quit 
India movement and exhorted the leaders to 
Do or Die. The police got whiff of the plan and 
the next morning -

Let me tell
you about our 
rich history!

Continue
the struggle
in Bombay!

Since most prominent Congress leaders, 
including Gandhi, were arrested and 
any attempts at holding meetings were 
thwarted with lathi-charge and tear gas, 
a few political members met in private to 
plan their next course of action.

We need 
to run an 

underground 
office.
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Sucheta was joined by Aruna Asaf Ali, Dr Ram Manohar Lohia 
and a few others in their underground activities. They soon 
started gathering news on anti-British protests.

Let us
issue regular 

bulletins.
We have to
keep the 

momentum alive. 
We will fund the 
demonstrations 
and ensure the 
bulletins reach 

as far and
wide as

possible!

To continue their operations 
unhindered, they changed homes 
and offices from time to time.

I think
it’s time for us 
to move again, 

Aruna.

Yes. The 
Britishers 

are snooping 
around and we 
can’t afford to 
stay here for 

long.

Police 
brutalities 

should not be 
tolerated. It’s 

time the British 
leave India.

On 26 January, 1943, the underground Congress 
members decided to hold a demonstration and 
Sucheta was in charge of organising it. Hiding in 
Brindavan till the time of the assembly, she came 
out to address a large crowd...

Where are the 
other Congress 

workers?

...and still managed to escape from the police.

Warrants were issued for a number of 
underground Congress workers, including 
Sucheta. many of them were found, arrested 
and tortured...

Gandhi went on a fast at the Aga Khan 
Palace, in Poona. When Sucheta heard of his 
deteriorating health, she approached the 
Home Secretary of Bombay.

I don’t 
know.

...but Sucheta could not be found.

Mr Iyengar, I want 
to see Gandhiji now. 
You must allow me. 
You can arrest me 

on my way out.
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She left for Poona WITH A SINDHI FAMILY, DISGUISED 
AS A FAMILY MEMBER, and finally reached the palace.

After a brief conversation, Sucheta 
left the palace, once again undetected.

Sucheta’s mother, youngest brother and 
sister were in Patna, visiting her cousin who 
was a senior officer in the Bihar government. 
Knowing full well that her visiting them 
would mean her arrest, she still went.

She stayed in Patna for a week, 
changing houses every night.

How did 
you come?

I managed to 
come, Bapu. I 

had to see how 
you were.

I think
someone in the 

train recognised 
me. I need to 

move fast.

In March 1944, Sucheta went to Bihar for political work, travelling inconspicuously. But -

I’m so happy 
to see you!

Me too! I am a 
little tired of a 

life in hiding!

Next morning -

The police 
is here!

She was arrested and 
kept in Patna jail for a 
month and then moved to 
Lucknow prison, where 
she was kept till July, 
1945, when all political 
prisoners were released.
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Many Hindu families 
are scared for 

their lives. You must 
help them.

The situation here is 
worse than we thought. 
We need to start our 

work.

After her release, Sucheta became the Organising Secretary 
of the Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust and soon 
began travelling to the remotest villages of the country.

She set up centres to 
empower women through 
three kinds of activities - 
training them to be teachers, 
craft workers and midwives.

In 1946, a year before independence, 
communal riots broke out in Noakhali*, 
killing thousands of people. Sucheta and 
Kripalani set out to assess the area. They 
travelled by plane, jeep, boat, bullock cart 
and then on foot for 16 miles to finally 
reach the riot-affected village.

This is how 
you spin…try 

it!

I think 
we are 
here.

*Noakhali is a region in the Chittagong 

 Division of Bengal, now in Bangladesh.

Sucheta met a young volunteer, who apprised 
her of the reality of the situation.

Ma, you have 
come at last to 

save us!

Every day, Sucheta would walk 
25 to 30 km, hoping to rescue 
as many families as possible.
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However, she soon realised 
that was not enough.

Many Muslim families had also suffered badly in 
the riots. Sucheta set up a committee for food 
distribution and started approaching them. 

Slowly, peace 
was restored to 
some extent.

With an aim to rehabilitate the area, Sucheta set 
up home and office in a small village that was 
almost completely burnt down by the rioters.

Sucheta and the village volunteers undertook massive relief work. Soon, the 
village was transformed with new pathways, dispensaries and even little schools.

We need to restore communal 
harmony in the region. This can only 
be possible if we work with both 

Hindus and Muslims.

write letters to your Hindu 
neighbours, who have run away, 

and ask them to come back.
Tell them you will give

them protection.

This hay 
should keep 
us warm at 

night.

It’s been 
seven months. 

I think it’s 
time for me 
to go back
to Delhi. There are 

reports 
of riots in 
NWFP* and 

Punjab.

*North West Frontier Province, now in Pakistan
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By now, independence was a reality but so was India’s partition. In April 1947, 
Sucheta accompanied Kripalani to Kashmir for talks. on the way back, they went to 
Rawalpindi* where riots had broken out. on Seeing the condition of the people -

She went to all the villages and 
documented the atrocities committed 
in the name of religion and brought 
back the report to gandhi.

She set up camps, comforted the refugees and ensured they were provided for.

Sucheta and her peers undertook relief work for more than 30,000 people.

With partition now imminent, thousands of 
refugees began to come into India from 
the Punjab side of future Pakistan, just 
as thousands from India moved there.

I’m going
to stay back 

here!

*now in Punjab province, Pakistan

What
I saw was 
horrific!

We have
to set up a relief 

committee. We 
need lots of 

camps for the 
refugees.

Don’t worry! 
Come with me, we 

will take care
of you.

How can
we ever repay 

you!
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Amidst the chaos, arrived a momentous day for India as it declared independence from 
the British. On 14 August, 1947, Sucheta proudly sang ‘Vande Mataram’, ‘Jana Gana Mana’ and 
‘Sare Jahan se Acchaa’ during the Independence Session of the Constituent Assembly.

Vande 
Mataram…

She became a member of the Constituent 
Assembly and was part of the sub-committee 
which was given the task of laying down the 
charter for the constitution of India.

After independence, Sucheta became 
a prominent political leader. In 
1952, when Kripalani started his own 
party - Krishak Mazdoor Praja 
Party (KMPP), Sucheta joined him. In 
the same year, she won her first 
election and became a member of 
the Lok Sabha.

she represented India at the 
U.N. and also led a Parliamentary 
Delegation to Turkey.

A few years later -

You wouldn’t 
mind if I left 
your party 

to rejoin the 
Congress?

Of course
not! Our political 
differences have 

no bearing on 
our personal 
relationship.

Sucheta won the Lok Sabha seat 
in 1957 as a Congress candidate.

Her political journey continued and only became stronger with time.

What an 
excellent 
orator!

She really 
captivates her 

audience.

e

e
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In 1960, she became the Minister 
of Labour, Community Development 
and Industries in the Uttar Pradesh 
government. Three years later -

Sucheta! You are 
going to be etched 
in history as the 
first woman chief 
minister of India. 

I’m proud
of you.

I solemnly affirm 
that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance 
to the Constitution 

of India.

She was sworn in as the chief 
minister of Uttar Pradesh, 
the largest state of India in 
terms of population.

committed to her work, sucheta 
often worked late into the night. 

During her tenure, she had several accomplishments to her 
credit, including handling of a 62-day strike by state employees.

After a successful stint of over three decades in politics, Sucheta retired along 
with her husband in 1971 and they both settled in a beautiful home in New Delhi.

What are 
you doing?

I have a 
bunch of 

files to look 
at before 
morning.

I am going to try 
my hand at making 
new kinds of jams 

and sherbets.

Carry on! You 
finally have time 
to do whatever 

you want!
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But her health began to fail and the next year she suffered two heart attacks.

You’re a 
strong woman. 

You are 
recovering 

well.

A few years later, Kripalani 
developed bronchitis and a 
persistent cough and Sucheta 
looked after his health with 
great devotion.

Try this 
warm water 
with honey.

While her husband’s health improved, 
hers deteriorated. On 29 November, 
1974, Sucheta had another heart 
attack, the most massive of the 
three. On 1 December, 1974, at the age 
of 66, Sucheta passed away.

As a free-thinking, strong leader of the 
independence movement, Sucheta kripalani 
continues to be an inspiration for all. 
Not only was she a fearless fighter 
but was also one of the most brilliant 
administrators in recent history.
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Later on, she became the 
headmistress over there.

Later, she went to college at St. 
Teresa’s College in Ernakulam from 
where she earned a B.A.** in History.

The Indian freedom struggle saw people 
participate from all around the country. Men, 
women and children, everyone participated! 

Doctors, lawyers, teachers, people from all professions participated in the movement!

Accamma completed her education 
at the Government Girls High 
School, Kanjirapally and St. Joseph’s 
High School, Changanacherry.

One such teacher was born 
on 14 February, 1909 at 
Kanjirapally, Travancore.*

Her name was Accamma Cherian and she 
was the second daughter of Thomman 
Cherian and Annamma Karippaparambil.

She completed her education in 1931 
and began teaching at St. Mary’s 
English Medium School in Edakkara. 

She worked for six long years at this institution.

During that time, she also did her L.T. 
Degree*** from Tri Training College.

She was aware about the 
freedom struggle and wanted 
to participate in it somehow.

Finally in February 1938, when 
the Travancore State Congress 
was formed, Accamma gave up 
her teaching career to join 
the freedom struggle. 

*present-day Kerala

**Bachelor of Arts

***Licentiate in Teaching or a degree 

to qualify to become a teacher

Accamma Cherian
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So, the State Congress changed its tactics. 
They dissolved the working committee.

The people of Travancore demanded for a 
responsible government under the State Congress. 

So, the then 
Dewan of 
Travancore,
C P Ramaswami 
Aiyar tried to 
suppress the 
agitation.

The pressure was becoming overwhelming for the British.

On 26 August, 1938, he banned the 
State Congress. But the people 
weren’t going to sit quietly. 

The State Congress organised a Civil Disobedience Movement.

This had implications as important State Congress leaders like 
Pattom A. Thanu Pillai and others were arrested and jailed. 

A total of 11 State Congress ‘dictators’ or 
Presidents were arrested one after the other. 

The president was given dictatorial powers 
and they could nominate their successor.

The eleventh dictator, Kuttanad 
Ramakrishna Pillai, nominated 
Accamma Cherian as his successor. 
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The people demanded for the dismissal 
of C P Ramaswami Aiyar. But their 
demands weren’t met with kindness. 

With her newly acquired powers, 
Accamma Cherian led a mass rally to 
revoke a ban on the State Congress. 

The rally started from Thampanoor 
and stretched all the way to the 
Kowdiar Palace of the Maharaja 
Chithira Thirunal Balarama Varma.

The British Police Chief ordered his men to 
fire at the rally which had over 20,000 people!

Accamma Cherian, stood in between the mob and the police without 
an ounce of fear in her. She showed the qualities of a true leader.

Her extreme courage made 
the police authorities back 
off. Eventually, they withdrew 
their orders. It was a 
victory for the people! 

Upon hearing 
this, Mahatma 
Gandhi gave 
her the title 
of ‘The Jhansi 
Rani of 
Travancore’. 

I am 
their leader! 

Shoot me first 
before you kill 

others.
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On 22 and 23 December, 1932, 
the first annual conference 
of the State Congress 
was held in Vattiyoorkavu. 
Almost all the leaders that 
attended that conference 
were arrested and jailed.

In October 1938, Accamma Cherian was 
entrusted by the working committee of the 
State Congress to organise the Desh Sevika 
Sangh which was a female volunteer group. 

To increase the strength of the group, 
Accamma went from village to village and 
appealed to the women to join their cause.

Accamma and her sister, Rosamma 
Punnoose, were also arrested 
and jailed on 24 December, 1939. In prison, some prisoners were acting vulgar 

and being abusive towards them. They were 
instructed to do so by the jail’s authorities. 

They were sentenced to 
a year’s imprisonment.

Pattom A Thanu Pillai informed Gandhi about it but 
C P Ramaswami Aiyar denied any such accusations.
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However, Accamma was brave and she 
fought through the hardships in prison. 

She became the Acting President in 1942. In her address, 
she wholeheartedly welcomed the Quit India Resolution 
that was passed by the INC on 8 August, 1942.

Later, she was arrested and imprisoned for a year.

After her release, she started working 
full-time for the State Congress.

She fought through 
it and after her 
release, she 
continued to fight 
for independence. 

In 1946, she was jailed once more for violating ban orders. She spent six months in prison. 

Then, in 1947, C P Ramaswami Aiyar began demanding for an independent Travancore. 

Accamma Cherian disagreed with him and raised her voice 
against him publicly for which she was arrested yet again.
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A teacher, a freedom fighter 
and an inspiration, Accamma 
Cherian breathed her last on 
5 May, 1982. Her contribution 
to the Indian Freedom 
Struggle has immortalised 
her name in India’s history.

after Independence, 
in 1947, Accamma 
Cherian won 
the Travancore 
Legislative Assembly 
elections from 
the Kanjirapally 
constituency. 

Then, in 1951, she got married to
V V Varkey Mannamplackal who was a 
freedom fighter himself and a member of 
Travancore Cochin Legislative Assembly.

Their son, George V. Varkey, 
grew up to be an engineer. 

Somewhere in the early 1950s, 
Accamma quit politics when she 
noticed that there was a striking 
change in ideologies across parties.

However, in 1967, she made 
a comeback and contested 
the Assembly election 
from Kanjirapally from 
the Congress party but 
she lost to a Communist 
Party candidate. 

Later, she was a member of the Freedom 
Fighters’ Pension Advisory Board.
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Upendranath Gangulee belonged 
to Barisal district in Bengal but 
work took him to Kalka*, where 
he managed a restaurant.

*Now in Haryana

On 16 July, 1909, a daughter was 
born to Upendranath and his 
wife, Ambalika Devi.

The Gangulees had one 
more daughter and three 
sons after Aruna. 

We will 
name her 

Aruna. 

Some years later, the family moved to 
Lahore, where Aruna and her sister 
Purnima were enrolled in the Sacred 
Heart Convent.

I like our 
new school. What 
are you choosing 
as your second 

language?

I have 
chosen Urdu. 

It’s a challenge 
because it is 
new to me.

Aruna loved challenges. Perhaps that was why 
she was attracted to the hard life of the nuns 
at school. One day -

Ma, Baba, I 
have decided 
to become a 

nun.

What 
are you 
saying?

She is 
out of her 

mind!

Although the Gangulees were fairly liberal, 
Aruna’s announcement shocked them.

Soon after this incident -
We are 

moving to Nainital. 
I have a new hotel 

there - Hotel 
Hindustan.

What 
about 

school?
There are 
very good 
schools in 
Nainital.

ARUNA ASAF ALIAruna Asaf Ali
AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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In Nainital, the sisters were enrolled 
in All Saints’ College.

Aruna, 
what are your 
plans for the 

future?

I want to 
go abroad and 
study English 

literature, 
Miss.

However, her parents had very different 
plans for her.

It is time you 
were married, Aruna. 
Purnima married two 

years ago.

There is a 
good proposal 

from the parents 
of a young man in 

the ICS*.

*INDIAN CIVIL SERVICES

^NOW KOLKATA

**He had defended Batukeshwar Dutt and  

   Bhagat Singh in the Lahore Conspiracy case.

However, Aruna took up a teaching job in 
Gokhale Memorial School, Calcutta^.

I will get 
experience here 

and I will also save 
some money. Perhaps, the 

Principal will help me 
with my admission 

abroad.

In January 1928, when Aruna visited her 
sister, Purnima, in Allahabad -

Aruna, this is 
Mr Asaf Ali, our 

friend. He is a barrister** 
and member of the 

Congress party.

Pleased to 
meet you, Miss 

Gangulee.  

Aruna and Asaf Ali’s shared interest in English literature gave them a lot to talk about.

Aruna, we are 
so alike in our 

thoughts. Will you 
marry me?

I will, 
though I 

must ask for 
my parents’ 
permission.
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When Aruna broke the news to her parents, there was 
an uproar in the Gangulee house. 

Not only is Asaf Ali 
much older TO YOU, he 

ALSO BELONGS to a 
different religion!

If he has 
given up his legal 

practice, how does 
he plan to support 

you? 

Before a decision could be reached, 
Upendranath Gangulee passed away in March 1928. 

In September 1928, Aruna married 
Asaf Ali. Both the families were 
initially resistant but slowly 
accepted the marriage.

The couple moved to Delhi where Aruna met stalwarts of the freedom struggle.

Maulana 
saheb*, this 
is my wife, 

Aruna.

Charmed 
to meet 

you!

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad stayed a lifelong 
friend of both Asaf Ali and Aruna.

*A well-known freedom fighter

^The British flag

**THE BRITISH NATIONAL ANTHEM

Aruna could not understand her husband’s 
passionate interest in Indian politics.

Mahatma 
Gandhi is planning 

something to shock 
the British.

I don’t see 
how the British can 
be removed through 

discussions and 
protests.

However, the discussions made Aruna 
question British rule.

So, the Union 
Jack^ I waved 

in school…is that 
a symbol of 
oppression?

Yes, 
and singing 

‘God Save the 
King’** too!

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

94



In March 1930, Mahatma Gandhi broke 
the Salt law by making salt at Dandi.

Civil disobedience broke out and hundreds 
were arrested, including Asaf Ali.

Aruna joined the salt satyagraha and became a 
member of the Congress party.

Remember 1857. 
That was when the 

people of India decided 
it was time to rise against 

the British powers.

Her fiery public speech led to her first arrest.

Mrs Asaf Ali, 
can you provide 
a guarantee that 

you will not break 
any laws in the 

future?

I refuse to give 
any guarantee for 

my behaviour, now or 
in the future!

ACCUSED OF BEING A VAGRANT*, ARUNA WAS SENT TO LAHORE JAIL WHERE ASAF ALI TOO WAS 
BEING HELD. HERE, HE WOULD WRITE LETTERS AND CREATE STORIES BASED ON FANTASY, FOR HER.

*someone who does 

 not have a fixed home

When the other prisoners were 
released under the terms of the 
Gandhi-Irwin PACT^ -

Why haven’t 
you let Mrs Asaf 

Ali out?

A vagrant 
does not qualify 

for release.

The other prisoners protested against this 
unfair treatment and demanded her release. 
Finally, the government had to give in and Aruna 
emerged from prison to a hero’s welcome.

ARUNA JI, zindabad! 

Bharat mata ki Jai**!

^AN AGREEMENT ALLOWING THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS

**Victory to Mother India95
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In the 1932 civil disobedience movement, 
Aruna was arrested again.

Mrs Asaf 
Ali, you are 

fined 
Rs 200.

I will 
not pay the 

fine.

To extract the fine, the police 
took away some of her sarees! 

Aruna was appalled at the condition of the 
political prisoners in Delhi’s Tihar jail. So -

Why 
have you not 

eaten?

I am on 
hunger strike to 

protest the callous 
way in which you 
treat political 

prisoners.

Aruna’s punishment was harsh.
You have 

caused us a lot 
of trouble. Let us 
see how you like 

Ambala jail.

Ambala jail was meant only for male prisoners. 

At Ambala jail, Aruna was kept in solitary 
confinement as a punishment for protesting.

Mrs Asaf Ali, 
I hope you have 

learnt your 
lesson!

Nothing you 
do will stop 

me or silence 
me!

Aruna’s protest did help improve the 
condition of prisoners in Tihar jail.

Once she was out of jail, Aruna followed 
the country’s struggle for independence, 
for ten years, without participating in it.   

I want to 
do something for 

my country…but what 
can I do? And how 

can I do it?

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

96



We will protest 
individually so only those 

who are committed to ahimsa 
and believe in satyagraha will 
participate. Here is a list of 

the participants of this 
satyagraha. 

In 1940, GANDHI launched the Individual 
Satyagraha*. 

Aruna Asaf Ali was one of 
the names on the list.

*Acharya Vinoba Bhave was the first to be selected. 

**All India Congress Committee

She was arrested and she used her time in 
jail to educate the other prisoners about 
the Second World War.

Now sisters, 
the British are 

fighting a big war 
and they want us 

to help them.

Why 
should 
we help 
them?

Where 
is it being 
fought?

The visit of Sir Stafford CRIPPS^, IN MARCH 
1942, filled all Indians with hope.

If the 
talks with Sir 
CRIPPS go as 
expected….

IT IS TOO 
EARLY TO SAY BUT IF 
THE TALKS GO WELL, 

WE WILL BE ALLOWED 
SELF-GOVERNANCE.

^CRIPPS WANTED SUPPORT FOR BRITAIN IN WORLD WAR I, 

 IN  RETURN INDIAN LEADERS WANTED INDEPENDENCE.

However, the terms were not acceptable.

The Congress 
cannot accept the 

terms of your agreement, 
Sir Cripps. We want the 

British to leave, 
now.

In July, the Congress Working Committee met in Wardha. Soon after -

Aruna, we are 
going to Bombay 
to attend the 

AICC** meeting.

This meeting is 
going to be important. 

I am certain GANDHI JI  
will unveil the next step 

in our fight for 
independence.
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On 8 August, 1942, at the Gowalia Tank Maidan in Bombay -

Ours is a purely 
non-violent fight for our 
independence. I give you a 
short mantra that you can 
imprint on your heart - Do Do 
or Die.or Die. We shall either free 

India or die in the 
attempt.

Mahatma 

Gandhi ki jai!

Inquilab 
zindabad! 

This was the message that the people had been waiting 
for and they welcomed it with joy and excitement.   

They 
say Mahatma 

Gandhi will speak 
to us here again 

tomorrow.

Whatever he 
says will help 
us fight the 

British.

That night -

Let us 
meet at 

7.30 IN THE 
MORNING to 
hoist the 

flag.

Maulana SAHEB, I 
have heard rumours 
that the government 
plans to arrest all 

the leaders 
tomorrow.

No one took Aruna’s warning seriously.

Early next morning -

We are 
here to arrest 

Mr Asaf Ali!

What 
about 
me?

The police did not have a warrant for Aruna’s arrest.
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At Bori Bunder railway station, a special train stood ready to carry the leaders away to 
a secret destination.

Every window of 
the train frames a face 

known, respected, and loved 
by millions. I see Mahatma 

Gandhi, SAROJINI JI, MAULANA 
SAHEB, SARDAR PATEL... All the 

bravest, strongest leaders of 
the country, arrested!

The leaders were taken away before they could chalk out a plan of action.

When Aruna reached 
Gowalia Tank Maidan -

What are 
you waiting 

for? Bring the 
flag down! It will 

not be hoisted 
ever again.

At that moment Aruna 
knew what she had to do.

With calm certainty, 
she stepped forward 
and hoisted the flag 
swiftly.

A roar went up -

Inquilab 
zindabad! Bharat Mata 

ki jai! Mahatma Gandhi 
zindabad! 

Break up 
the crowd! Use 
your lathis and 

guns!
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Prison holds 
no fears for me but our 

people need their leaders. 
How can I help them from 

behind the bars of a 
prison?

ARUNA JI, it is only a 
matter of time before 

you are arrested 
too.

When Aruna witnessed the brutality of the British government, she vowed that she would help 
tear up British rule.

Don’t beat 
the people! 

Stop! They are 
unarmed.

Soon, it was time for Aruna to go back to Delhi.

Aruna arrived at a decision. 
She would go underground*.

*To go into hiding

^Achyut Patwardhan was a freedom fighter who 

had also gone into hiding.

Several other leaders had already gone 
underground from where they continued          
their work.

I am 
determined that I 
will not get myself 
shut up in a prison 

of the enemy! 

Though Aruna spent the next few years in 
hiding, she travelled extensively.

Achyut ji^, the 
famine in Bengal has 
hit our people hard. 

They need us.
You are right. 

Let us leave tonight, 
under the cover of 

darkness.

ARUNA JI, 
you will be 
in constant 

danger!

Aruna was described as ‘the 
heroine of the 1942 revolution!’
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Bapu says he is 
worried about my health 

and urges me to surrender 
myself and claim the reward. He 

says we can use the reward 
money for the upliftment of our 

countrymen but…if I give 
up, who will do my 

work?

This is Congress 
Radio calling on 

42.34 METRES from 
somewhere in 

India.

Aruna and the other leaders organised the people of India so they 
could offer a disciplined resistance to the British powers.

The leaders of the movement were constantly on the 
move, trying to evade being caught by the police.

Aruna did not keep very good health and 
that worried her friends.

ARUNA JI, 
we have to leave 
at once but you 
are so ill and 

weak.

Just let 
me get my 
bag and we 

can go.

The British government offered a reward of 
Rs 5000 for her capture.

The British government did everything in their power to find Aruna.

Why are we 
unable to arrest 

Aruna Asaf Ali? After 
all, SHE IS JUST ONE 

woman on her 
own!

Sir, there are 
nine of us looking 

for her but nine lakh 
people, in Delhi alone, 

willing to help 
her.
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The police chased every lead, even 
travelling to Allahabad.

Mrs Purnima 
Banerjee, we have 

information that your 
sister, Mrs Aruna Asaf 
Ali, has come to visit 
your ailing mother.  

No, Aruna is 
hard at work, 

trying to set our 
motherland 

free.

The warrant against Aruna was cancelled on 
26 January, 1946. A few days later in Calcutta -

ARUNA JI,
What is your 

message for your 
countrymen?

My heart is heavy 
at the thought of my 

people who are either in 
jail or in hiding. I cannot 
be happy when they are 

not free.

Asaf Ali had been in jail all this time. Even 
after his release they could not spend 
time together as Aruna was constantly 
travelling. In ALLAHABAD* -

Remember, mere 
slogans cannot win us 

freedom. The way to freedom 
is through battle. Do or die - 
that is Bapu’s mantra and I live 

by it. I ask you to do 
the same.

She recognised the need for women to join the 
struggle and so, in Delhi -

I urge 
you to boycott 
foreign goods 

and to popularise 
swadeshi.

When the sailors of the Royal Indian Navy went 
on strike...

We 
want equal 

pay!
We 

demand 
better 
food!

…Aruna was the only leader who supported them.  

*Now Prayagraj

Her time in hiding had helped Aruna 
recognise the path she wished to take 
to achieve independence for India.
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When the Cabinet Delegation from Britain proposed the formation of an interim government -

The delegation 
is coming only to gain 

time and create further 
differences among 

our people.  

Of course! The 
British created the 

differences and they 
are still exploiting 

them. 

Aruna was against accepting the proposal of 
the British government to form an interim 
government. At the AICC session, in 
November 1946 -

I suggest 
that we ratify 

the decisions to 
form the interim 

government. I oppose 
this resolution. 
They will never 

allow us complete 
freedom. This interim 

government will 
neither be national 

nor a real 
government.

To Aruna the ‘transfer of power’ seemed like a 
gift from the British, and not the freedom that 
the Indians had fought for so long.

At the beginning of 1947, independence finally 
seemed close but it was going to come at a 
tragic price.

bapu, let us 
stand firm and fight 
for an independent 
India...a complete 

India, without 
partition.

Will 
you follow 
the path of 

non-violence 
to do that?

Aruna knew then that India would have to 
lose a part of itself to gain independence.
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As Indians prepared to take the reins of their 
country into their own hands, important appointments 
were made. In the Asaf Ali household -

I have been 
appointed the first 

ambassador of 
independent India 

to the USA.

That is a great 
honour indeed, Asaf 
SAHEB, but I cannot 

leave my country when 
it most needs me.

Mahatma Gandhi tried to persuade Aruna to accompany 
Asaf Ali to Washington but she stayed firm. 

Asaf Ali left for Washington on 
7 February, 1947.

All the 
best, Asaf 

SAHEB.

Take 
care of 

yourself, 
Aruna. 

Aruna’s decision aroused people’s 
curiosity. At a public meeting in Lahore -

People want 
to know why I have 

not gone to Washington 
with my husband. But is it 
possible for a mother to 

leave her ailing 
child?

What 
noble 

thoughts! 
She is 
a true 
patriot. 

On 15 August, 1947, the moment every Indian had 
dreamt of and worked for, finally arrived.
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Soon after, Aruna joined her husband in London from where they were to go to Washington D.C.

Aruna, the 
partition of 

India…it has led 
to killing and 
bloodshed!

The omens were 
there. Why were we 
not better prepared 
for this? How could 
we allow the death 

of innocents?

After the long struggle and the joy of 
seeing the Indian flag flying high, this 
was a moment of bitter disappointment.

In 1948, the people of India suffered 
a great loss.

Mahatma 
Gandhi has been 
assassinated....

Oh, Bapu!

Mahatma Gandhi had often disapproved of 
Aruna’s methods but he had always 
appreciated her courage.

In 1953, Aruna suffered a more personal 
loss when Asaf Ali, her friend, teacher, and 
guide passed away*.

Our paths were 
different, Asaf SAHEB, 
and often, they kept 

us apart. But our goal 
was always the same - 

independence for 
India.

*Asaf Ali was at that time India’s ambassador 

to Switzerland and Aruna was visiting him.

Aruna continued to work for different sections of Indian society. In 1954, 
she helped form the National Federation of Indian Women and in 1958 -

I’m glad we have 
launched our magazine, 
Link. The movement of 

information should never 
be barred.

Yes, 
ma’am.

Later Aruna also launched ‘PATRIOT’, a daily newspaper, that ran for years. 
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In 1958, Aruna Asaf Ali embarked on a new role.

You have 
been voted 

Mayor of Delhi. 
What plans do you 

have for this 
city?

What I have 
always done. I will 
serve my country 
to the best of my 

abilities!

Aruna kept her word - organising adult literacy 
centres, providing medical aid and establishing 
employment exchanges for women.

In 1964, Aruna was awarded the Lenin 
International Peace Prize…

…and the Padma Vibhushan in 1992.

In her later years, Aruna was often unhappy with what was happening in the country. 
In an interview in 1991, when she was 82 years old -

ARUNA JI, you 
played an important role 

in the Quit India movement. 
Tell us something 

about it!
GANDHI JI inspired 

us. ‘Do or die’ he said 
and we responded to 

the call. Sigh! Much has 
changed since 

then.

On 29 July, 1996, Aruna Asaf Ali passed away. With her death India lost a fearless campaigner for 
its rights and a vibrant chapter of Indian history came to a close.

Aruna Asaf Ali was awarded the Bharat Ratna posthumously in 1997.
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Help! Oh, 
please help. 
My husband 

is ill.

It is the 
plague. Don’t 

go near 
them! 

In the early 1900s, an epidemic of bubonic plague 
swept across India spreading disaster and despair.

Come on
friends, let us take 
this poor man to 

the hospital. Yes, Rama!

Rama Rao and his wife 
Krishnavenamma had 
two children. Durga,

Narayan, come in 
and have lunch. 
Today is the 15th 

of July and I 
have made some 
special payasam 
for someone’s 

birthday!

Mine! It is 
my birthday 

today!

When Durgabai was 
eight years old, 
she was married to 
12-year-old Subba Rao.

BUT, in Rajahmundry 
of East Godavari 
district in ANDHRA -

DURGA IS 
MARRYING INTO A RICH 
FAMILY. SHE WILL LIVE A 

COMFORTABLE LIFE.

In those DAYS, it was common for girls to be married 
at an early AGE* though they went to their husband’s 
HOUSE, ONLY when they were a little older.

*THIS TRADITION HAS NOW BEEN BANNED.

This was B.V.N. Rama Rao, 
a man who was always 
willing to help people in 
need, without worrying 
about his own safety.
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In 1921, when Durgabai was twelve years old, 
there was great excitement in her hometown.

Have you heard? 
Mahatma Gandhi is 
coming here, to 

Kakinada! 
I hope we 

can at least 
get a glimpse 
of the great 

man! 

If only
I could get Mahatma 
Gandhi to speak to 

the Devadasis*! He can 
talk to them and guide 
them on how to lead 

better lives.

What do you 
have to talk to 

GANDHI JI about, little 
girl? Get a gift for him 
if you want to speak 

to him.

Ha ha ha! Right! 
Get five thousand 
rupees and we’ll 

let you speak 
to him for five 

minutes.

Five 
thousand 
rupees!

Don’t worry 
about the money. 
We will arrange 

that for you.

All you have to 
do is make sure that 
we get a chance to 

meet the Mahatma and 
hand over the money 

ourselves! 

It was considered a 
status symbol to engage 
Devdasis TO DANCE AT 
WEDDINGS. a custom that 
Durgabai hated.

When she approached the organisers - 

When she told the Devadasis her problem -

*women who were dedicated to a temple and frequently exploited
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On 21 April, on the grounds of Durgabai’s school -

Twenty-five thousand rupees 
were raised at the meeting. 

The women were so inspired 
by Mahatma Gandhi that -

Durgabai 
translated 
Gandhi’s 
words into 
Telugu 
for the 
devadasis. 

Now remember, GANDHI JI 
will only speak for five 
minutes. We have a large 
audience waiting for him 

in the Town Hall. 

Yes, of 
course!

This is the kind of meeting that 
I like to address. The women of 
our country have an important 
role to play. And unless they

are free of age-old
systems, India cannot

progress.

Please 
accept my 

bangles as an 
offering to 
the national 

cause.

I would
like to donate 
my necklace. 
Please take it!
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Mahatma Gandhi 
SAID THAT we should 
stop using mill-made 

clothes, so I am 
burning all my 

clothes. I will only 
wear khadi.

When Mahatma Gandhi finished 
meeting the devadasis -

This meeting with the Mahatma had 
a great influence on Durgabai.

In the Town Hall -

This way, 
GANDHI JI.

Durga,
come with me. 
I have work 

for you.

?

DURGA, YOU 
TRANSLATED MY 
WORDS SO WELL. 
I WANT YOU TO 
TRANSLATE MY 
SPEECH, NOW.

Yes, of 
course!

After that, Durgabai was the translator 
whenever Gandhi visited South India.

Durga, what are 
you DOING?!

Amma, Durga 
says she will 

no longer go to 
school because 

English is 
taught there!

The young 14-year-old girl was 
filled with a burning desire to 
do more for the nation’s cause.

Amma, I have enrolled for
Hindi classes. When the 

Congress session is held in 
Kakinada, I can be a volunteer. 
If only I could arrange for 
a teacher to teach the other 

women HINDI. MORE 
translators

will be needed.

Why do 
you need a 

teacher? You 
can teach them 

yourself!

With the encouragement of her 
parents, Durgabai started Hindi 
classes in her own house.
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The school was called the Balika Hindi Pathshala and 
soon attracted hundreds of women eager to learn Hindi.

The women also learned to spin on the charkha and sing patriotic songs in Hindi. 

Durga, some more 
women want to 

enroll but we have 
no space!

Don’t worry.
We have been offered a 
large house to run our 
school. We can take in as 

many students as
we want to!

People were astonished to know that 
14-year-old Durgabai was running a school.

I am impressed by your 
dedication to the cause 
of India’s independence. 
I would like to donate 

some money to help you 
run your school.

Thank you, 
Bajaj* ji, but 
I have enough 

funds to run the 
school.

*Jamnalal Bajaj was an industrialist and freedom fighter.

At 15, it was considered appropriate for 
Durgabai to move to her husband’s house but -

FATHER, I MUST WORK FOR THE 
COUNTRY. I AM READY TO SET 

SUBBA RAO FREE.

YES, DURGA. 
I REGRET 

MARRYING YOU 
OFF AT SUCH AN 

EARLY AGE.

Rama Rao’s dying wish 
was that Durgabai should 
be allowed to marry the 
man of her choice.

The years passed -

A PAST STUDENT OF 
OUR SCHOOL HAS WRITTEN 
TO SAY THAT SHE TOO HAS 
STARTED A LITTLE SCHOOL 

OF HER OWN!

That is 
wonderful! 
Now more 
people will 
learn Hindi.

Durgabai had learnt Hindi so she could 
volunteer at the Congress session in 1923. But -

You are all too young 
to be volunteers 
in the Congress 

meetings!

Don’t worry, we 
will need you ON 

the Exhibition 
grounds.
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At the Exhibition - Durgabai followed the instructions sincerely.

Now
remember,

your job is to 
stand at the 
entrance and 

make sure that 
everyone has

a ticket.

You will 
stop anyone 
without a 

ticket from 
entering.

Stop! 
Where 
is your 
ticket?

I…I don’t 
have a ticket 

and….

You silly girl, 
don’t you know 

who this is? I know that this
is Pandit Nehru but I 
am only following the 
instructions you gave 
me. He cannot enter 

the exhibition
without a ticket.

Don’t scold her
for doing her duty. We 
need courageous girls 

like her. I want to 
know the name of this 
brave young woman!

PANDIT JI, 
my name is 
Durgabai.
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From an early age, Durgabai was alert 
to any kind of unfairness. One day -

Durgabai got together twenty girls of her 
age and led a protest on the streets.

In some cases, Durgabai’s appeal 
brought about a welcome change. 

On 12 MARCH, 1930, Mahatma Gandhi set out for 
Dandi to break the salt tax law. On 6 April -

That is our tenant. 
He beats his wife 
regularly for no 

fault of hers.

There are so many men 
who ill-treat their wives.  

I wish we could do 
something to stop

men like these. 

That man is our tenant and I have seen 
him beat his wife every single day. Do
you really want to employ a man who

behaves like that with his wife?

Boycott wife 
beaters! Raise 

your voice against 
violence!

Durgabai was not afraid to speak her mind, 
even if it was about age-old practices.

When her father died, Durga did not allow 
her mother to shave her head despite 
pressure from other family members. 

What a cruel custom it is, 
to shave a widow’s head and 

stop her from wearing
any jewellery!

That is how 
it has always 
been, Durga.

With this, I am shaking 
the foundations of the 
British Empire. I urge 
all Indians to make 
salt, wherever it is 

convenient.

Mahatma 
Gandhi ki jai! 
Bharat Mata 

ki jai!
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Gandhi was arrested and protests broke out 
around the country. In East Godavari District -

At a meeting to protest the arrest of Mahatma 
Gandhi, Bulusu SAMBAMURTI** was speaking... 

With her determination and courage, Durgabai 
was the perfect person to handle any protests. 

The British authorities have their eye 
on me. If I am arrested, Durgabai,

I want you to take charge
of our struggle.

Yes, of 
course, 

Prakasam* 
garu^.

*Tanguturi Prakasam was a lawyer and freedom fighter who became 

the first Chief Minister of ANDHRA PRADESH after independence.

^Term of respect

**BULUSU Sambamurti was A LAWYER and freedom fighter.

The British 
authorities have 

behaved in a most 
unfair manner, by 

arresting
our beloved 

Mahatma!

...when -

Aaah!

Sambamurti 
garu!

Only over my dead 
body will I allow you 
to touch my leader!

Durgabai 
zindabad! 
Mahatma 
Gandhi ki 

jai!
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On 13 APRIL, 1932, in MADRAS* -

In jail -
Durgabai was arrested 
and sent to Vellore jail. 

She also objected to classifying prisoners. 

HUH!

You cannot stop us. We 
are going to the beach to 
make salt and break the 

unfair salt tax law.

Arrest 
them!

Inquilab
ZINDABAD! Mahatma 

Gandhi ki jai!

Here! This will 
be your home 
for the next 
few months.

There is no
room for more 

people here. How 
dare you treat 

political prisoners 
in this manner?

Durgabai agitated about 
the living conditions of 
the prisoners, asking for 
fewer people in each cell 
and better food.

*NOW KNOWN AS CHENNAI

We are all
in jail for 

breaking the same 
law. Then why 

am I an ‘A’ Class 
prisoner? Why am 
I not in ‘C’ class, 
with the other 

women? The next 
time you are 
arrested, you 
should tell 

the magistrate 
which class
you want to

be in!
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DURGABAI did just 
that. when she was 
arrested for the 
second time - 

When Durgabai was in prison for 
the second time, she was allowed 
to talk to criminal convicts. 

Durgabai took up this matter 
WITH the Congress, suggesting 
that all arrested satyagrahis be 
in the same class when in prison.

These interactions with 
the other prisoners left 
a deep impact on Durgabai. However, Durgabai’s 

protests had 
annoyed the jail 
authorities and -

I will not accept ‘A’ 
class till everyone 

else is given the 
same.

You come
from a good

family which is why 
you get to be in

‘A’ class.

….so, the
judge asked

me if I murdered 
my husband and

I said yes.

you were 
innocent! Why did 
you accept the 

crime then?

These women are 
uneducated and helpless. 
They don’t know how to 
answer the questions a 
judge asks them and 

often hide facts. 

In MADURAI, SHE was kept in a solitary cell which 
was next to prisoners who were going to be hanged. 

We have noticed that 
you seem very fond of 

instigating other prisoners. 
You are being transferred 

to Madurai jail.

Those cries! 
They are so full 
of pain and fear 
and anguish! I 
wish I could 

shut them out.

Help me, 
God! I 

don’t want 
to die!

Yet, they 
speak so 

openly to ME 
BECAUSE I am 
a woman. What 
they need is a 

woman lawyer! I 
will study law 
so I can help 
such women.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

116



When Durgabai finally emerged from prison in 1933 -

I can still 
hear the 

screams of 
fear, doctor. You have been through 

a very disturbing experience. 
Also, I suspect that you were 

being slowly poisoned. 

If I cannot
actively participate in 

the freedom struggle, I 
will study to become a 

lawyer and help
the women of my 

country.

Durgabai had only studied up to CLASS FIVE 
and first had to complete her schooling.

Malviya* ji,
thanks to your 

encouragement I have 
passed my Matriculation 
and Intermediate exams 
from the Banaras Hindu 

University. I would 
like to study Political 

Science and….

I DO NOT
CONSIDER POLITICAL 
SCIENCE A SUITABLE 
SUBJECT FOR WOMEN 

TO STUDY.

Durgabai was determined to study Political Science and so, decided to move to Andhra university.

*Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya was a scholar, 

educational reformer, freedom fighter, also 

the Vice-Chancellor of Banaras Hindu University.

I suggest
that you keep 

away from 
active politics 

and find 
something else 

to occupy
you!
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Andhra University had no women’s hostel and she 
was denied admission BUT Durgabai did not give up.

However, the threat of war in 
Europe prevented her from going. 

Durgabai worked hard at her degree 
in Political Science and secured 
admission to study law in London. 

Dr Reddy*, I put in an advertisement 
asking women who were interested
in studying to get in touch with me.

Ten women responded and now,
we have arranged a hostel

for ourselves.

Then I am 
happy to offer 
you admission 

to Andhra 
University!

*Dr C.R. Reddy was the Vice-Chancellor of Andhra University.

MA, SINCE I cannot go to 
London I will enroll in 
the Law College here

in MADRAS.
That is a 

good idea. 
We can all 

be together 
then.

Durgabai’s mother and brother 
had earlier moved to Madras.

Durga named the SMALL group of GIRLS,
 Little Ladies of Brindavan. Soon -

In Madras - Amma, these children spend 
all day playing. Why don’t 
we teach them something 

to keep them busy?

Hmmm, yes. That 
way they will learn 
something useful! 

Why not teach 
them to sing and 

dance?

The children’s mothers 
accompany them to the 

classes. We should 
teach them something 

too.

I can teach 
them Hindi!
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*Founded by the people of Andhra, who lived in Madras, this 

was a social and cultural organisation for men and women.

^ORGANISATION OR FORUM

Our activities are for women 
and children. THAT HARDLY FITS 
INTO THIS SABHA^. We need a 
separate organisation... we 

can call it the Andhra 
MAHILA SABHA.

THIS IS 
WONDERFUL! 

WE STUDY AND 
WE WORK!

Little Ladies of Brindavan soon became 
a part of the Andhra Maha Sabha*.

The Andhra Mahila Sabha first took 
up the cause of educating women. 

HOWEVER, THE WOMEN 
STILL NEEDED TO 
EARN MONEY. SO -

With every new step, the Andhra Mahila Sabha grew. In 1946 -

As a lawyer too, Durgabai 
was very successful. 

Most women have 
dropped out of 

school for a variety 
of reasons. We should 
offer them coaching to 
prepare them for the 
Matriculation exam.

WE WILL 
SELL WHAT YOU 

MAKE AND SHARE 
THE MONEY.

It gives me great joy 
to lay the foundation 
of the Andhra Mahila 

Sabha building. 

I never dreamt that my
little venture would grow

so big or touch so
many lives!

I am innocent! But 
nobody believes me. 

Someone told me 
that you would help 

me. Will you?

Yes, of course! 
Sit down and tell 
me everything.
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In 1946, Durgabai was elected AS 
member of the Constituent Assembly.

Durgabai was an active participant in the discussions on the Hindu Code Bill*.

Durgabai became the first woman member of 
the Select Committee^ on the Finance Bill in 1951. 

Once she completed this duty -

On 15 AUGUST, 1947 -

Women in ancient India enjoyed equality with 
men. In fact, the Upanishads believed that men 
and women were incomplete without the other.  
We must bring back that age of equality, if we 

hope to see our country progress.

*bills that aimed to reform the Hindu personal law

^a committee that examined the country’s taxation policy

**C.D. Deshmukh was the Finance 

Minister of India from 1950-56.

My beloved 
country! I will 

dedicate my life to 
serving you and

my people!

Bharat Mata 
ki jai!

Mr Deshmukh**, you have 
imposed a tax on tobacco. Why 
not use the revenue from this 

tax to help the poor?

We plan to 
do that. You 
will see it in 
the revised 
proposal.

PANDIT JI, I’d
like to go back 
to Madras to 

resume my legal 
practice. I’d also 
like to look after 

the activities 
of the Andhra 
Mahila Sabha.

No, no! I want 
you in Delhi, to 
work for the 

country.
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In 1952, Durgabai’s appointment as a 
member of the Planning Commission 
brought her into close contact with C.D. 
Deshmukh. In 1953, the two were married. 

In 1967, after retirement, 
Durgabai and her husband 
moved to Hyderabad.

Although both Durgabai and Deshmukh 
held government posts, only one 
of them accepted a salary. In this 
manner too, they served the nation. 

On 9 MAY, 1981, Durgabai Deshmukh passed away. 
Her love for India proved itself in the social 
work she undertook. These institutions stand to 
this day, a testimony to her dedication. 

Around 1956, Deshmukh was offered 
the post of Director General of the 
International Monetary Fund but -

It gives me great 
pleasure to be 
the witness to 
your marriage!

Now I can 
finally devote 
my time to the 
working of the 
Andhra Mahila 

Sabha.

It will be a prestigious 
appointment but I would 
rather work harder here

to implement social
reforms.

Those are 
my thoughts 

too!

Durgabai added more services to 
the Andhra Mahila Sabha, keeping 
in mind the needs of the poor.
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In the year 1915, India was under the rule of the British.

Indians from all around the country were fighting for their independence.

Around that time, in the Nungkao 
village of Assam, a young 
freedom fighter was born.

Gaidinliu was born on 26 January, 
1915 to her parents, Lothonang 
Pamei and Kachaklenliu.

She was their fifth child and 
her family belonged to the 
ruling clan of the village.

She belonged to the Rongmei Naga tribe, 
a tribe with rich culture and traditions.

Gaidinliu was a sharp, energetic child. 
She had six sisters and one brother.

It’s a girl!

I’m coming 
for you!

Rani Gaidinliu
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In the 19th century, the British were 
busy conquering parts of India. 

By 1891, they began imposing 
house taxes on them.

The people had lived on that land for 
all their lives. They felt helpless. 

They had no other choice but to comply.

However, after a 
while, they decided 
to put an end to this. 

Gaidinliu’s cousin, Haipou Jadonang 
was an active local leader who 
stood up against the British.

He led the Heraka movement. It focused 
on reviving a tribal religion And promote 
the self-realisation of their people. 

Ultimately, Jadonang wanted to establish the 
self-rule of the Nagas and end British rule.

They soon conquered the Rongmei’s territory.
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Gaidinliu witnessed the atrocities 
against her people. She wanted 
to do something about it. 

In 1927, at the young age of 13, 
Gaidnliu joined the Heraka movement.

There was a need for a leader. That’s when 
at the age of 16, Gaidnliu decided to step up. 

She led a series of protests 
against the British.

She even went around educating 
people and telling them to not 
pay taxes to the British.

Several Nagas donated to 
her cause and many even 
joined her as volunteers.

This angered the British. They 
began actively looking for her.

She became her now deceased cousin’s spiritual and political heir.

Unfortunately, in 1931, Jadonang was arrested 
by the British and eventually hanged.

The Heraka movement 
had come to a hard stop.
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Gaidnliu evaded the Police and kept hopping from one village to another.

She travelled through villages across Nagaland, Assam and Manipur.

In October 1932, Gaidinliu 
moved to the Pulomi village.

There, her 
followers 
started building 
a wooden 
fortress for 
her protection.

Gaidinliu and her 
followers were 
promptly arrested 
near the Pulomi village. 

For a 16-year-old, she showed 
utmost bravery!

There, the British sentenced 
her to life imprisonment. 

Between 1932 
and 1947, she was 
kept at several 
prisons across 
the Northeast.

However, while the fortress was under 
construction, an Assam Rifles contingent 
launched a surprise attack on the village.
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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
met her in 1937.

He did everything he could to 
arrange for her release. 

In 1947, India 
became independent 
from the British.

Now the First 
Prime Minister 
of India, Nehru 
ordered for 
her release.

After living in the prison life for 14 years, 
she was finally released from Tura jail.

Upon her release, she continued to work for the betterment of her people.

In an interview, he even called her the daughter 
of the hills and gave her the title of ‘Rani’*

*Queen
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After years of 
working for her 
people, she returned 
to her birthplace, 
Longkao, in 1991.

She died on 17 
February, 1993 at 
the age of 78.

In 1972, she was awarded the Tamrapatra 
Freedom Fighter Award in Kohima, Nagaland.

In 1996 and 2015 respectively, a postal stamp 
and a commemorative coin were issued in 
her honour by the Government of India.

From her birth to death, Rani Gaidinliu was a 
true Queen who lived a life serving for the 
upliftment and betterment of her people.In 1982, she was awarded the Padma Bhushan Award.

During her lifetime, she did a lot for her people. 

In 1934, She established the Kabini Samiti, a tribal organization.

127

RANI GAIDINLIU



Some months later - Usha, enthusiastically, 
participated in the 
camp’s activities.

Bapu is 
organising a 
camp near 
our village. 
Would you 
like to go?

USHA MEHTA
On 25 March, 1920, in a village 
called Saras in Gujarat, a little 
girl was born to Jitesh Mehta and 
his wife. They named her Usha.

When Usha was 
five years old, she 
accompanied her 
parents to Sabarmati 
Ashram.

Little did Usha know that 
Mahatma Gandhi, the man she 
had just got a glimpse of, 
WOULD ONE DAY become the 
guiding force of her life.

That is Bapu! 
The man 

leading India 
against the 

British.

He looks 
so kind!

Of 
course!

THIS IS 
TOUGH BUT 
ALSO FUN!

Usha Mehta
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SIMON GO
BACK

VANDE

M
ATARAM

In 1928, the Simon Commission*, with no Indian representative, 
arrived in India. It faced massive opposition from the common 
people, who took to the streets to protest. Usha, too, joined in. 

This was the first slogan 
that the eight-year-old 
mouthed against the British.

When Usha was nine, she got the opportunity to 
personally meet Mahatma Gandhi for the first 
time. So inspired was she, that -

Let us form a 
Manjar sena^ just 
like the boys have 
a Vanar Sena^. It 

will be a girls-only 
army against the 

British.

Simon 
go back!

*a group appointed by the British government to STUDY 

 AND SUGGEST CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS IN INDIA.

^MANJAR Sena translates to cat army, Vanar sena translates to 

monkey army. 

**THE Salt Act prohibited Indians from collecting and selling salt.

I will follow Bapu’s 
teachings. I take a 
vow to only wear 
khadi and to never 

GET MARRIED.

Meanwhile, Gandhi launched the civil disobedience movement by walking 320 km to 
the coastal town of Dandi and making salt, thus, openly defying the Salt Act**.

With this,
I am shaking 

the foundations 
of the British 

Empire.

USHA THEN HAD A BRILLIANT IDEA.
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The movement gained momentum and Usha and her Manjar Sena wholeheartedly 
participated in it. They joined in the PICKETING* of government-owned liquor stores…

They even woke up before sunrise to participate in prabhat PHERIS^, 
when they sang patriotic songs to inspire the VILLAGE FOLK.

…thus discouraging people 
from drinking and ensuring 
a massive revenue-loss for 
the British government.

They raised their voice 
against the British at 
every opportunity.

The little GIRLS ALSO carried bundles 
of khadi to sell to the villagers.

You 
cannot 
go in.

Did you 
hear there 
is a protest 

march in 
the next 
village?

BUY THIS CLOTH, 
PLEASE. IT HAS BEEN 
MADE BY OUR OWN 

WEAVERS. DON’T BUY 
FOREIGN CLOTH.

LET’S GO! 
What are we 
waiting for?

Saare 
Jahan se 
ACCHA**....

*picketing is a form of protest done outside a location to 

discourage people from entering. ^SMALL GROUPS OF PEOPLE WHO 

WALKED THROUGH THE STREETS AT DAWN, SINGING PATRIOTIC SONGS 

**A patriotic song written by 

the poet, Muhammad Iqbal. 

SHUT

LIQUOR

SHOPS

LIQUOR 
KILLS! SAY NO TO LIQUOR

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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One day, they had taken out a procession against the British, when - 

However, Usha’s FATHER, WHO 
WAS A JUDGE, was not too happy.

In the lathicharge, Usha’s friend Sarla fell 
unconscious and along with her, fell the Indian flag.

Thankfully for her, he retired AFTER A few months. 

With a plan to avenge the insult, the girls 
got khadi shops opened at night and along 
with their elders, sat all night stitching 
uniforms. The next morning - 

Inquilab 
Zindabad!

 I guess 
so!

You can wield 
your sticks and 

batons...

NOW I CAN 
JOIN THE FREEDOM 
MOVEMENT WITHOUT 
FEAR. Father should 
have no objection.

...but you cannot 
bring down our 

flag!

I cannot have my 
daughter participating in 
the freedom struggle. 

I’ll get into trouble. All 
this has to stop.

I can’t stop. 
This is my 

struggle for 
freedom as 

well.

THUD
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Usha, who had completed her primary 
education in Gujarat, now joined the 
Chandaramji high school in bombay. 
After school, she often went to meet 
her freedom fighter relatives in jail...

At the age of 12, she got busy 
distributing bulletins and 
even making salt, illegally, at 
chowpatty beach.

In 1935, she completed her matriculation and was 
among the top 25 in her class. She continued her 
education in Wilson College and soon -

Two years later - 

…and carried secret 
messages to them.

We are 
moving to 
bombay. It is the 

centre of 
the freedom 

struggle.

That’s 
wonderful!

QUICK, UNCLE, 
TAKE THIS 
LETTER!

Take this 
packet of

salt. Pay what 
you can.

Usha Mehta has 
graduated with 
a first class in 

Philosophy.
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On 8 August, 1942, Gandhi launched the Quit India movement 
beseeching his followers to ‘Do or Die’. The next day -

Usha had gone underground and for a week there was no knowledge of her whereabouts. 

Along with Gandhi, 
many other prominent 
Congress leaders 
were also arrested

After her graduation -

Usha did not ANSWER BUT THE NEXT MORNING -

I cannot 
continue my 

studies any more. 
There are more 
important things 

that need my 
attention!

I am going 
to study LAW, 

FATHER.

Very well. 
It should 
suit you.

That’s 
RIDICULOUS!
 What will
you do?

Where did 
she go?

She has 
disappeared. 
I knew this 
girl would 

do something 
reckless 
some day.

Mr Gandhi, 
you are under 

arrest for 
sedition.
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WE WILL START A 
SECRET radio STATION. 

IT WILL REPORT BRITISH 
ATROCITIES AS WELL 
AS BROADCAST BAPU’S 

MESSAGES.

Meanwhile other groups, one led by Vithalbhai Jhaveri, were 
also working on making similar transmitters. The next day, Usha 
got a letter from prominent leader Dr Ram Manohar Lohia.

Usha and her associate, Babubhai Khakar, 
approached a technician FRIEND.

MEANWHILE, USHA WAS MAKING PLANS 
WITH HER FELLOW FREEDOM FIGHTERS.

The transmitter was ready on August 13.

On August 14, 1942 -

I do not know you personally but I admire 
your courage and desire to contribute your 
MITE to the sacrificial fire lit by Mahatma 
Gandhi. May I request you to meet me at 

your earliest CONVENIENCE?

Can you make 
a transmitter? 

We need it 
really soon. I’LL DO 

MY BEST.

This is the 
Congress Radio 
calling on 42.34 
meters from 
somewhere in 

India.

Oh god! 
That’s Usha’s 

voice.
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This is the best 
way for the 

Mahatma’s message 
to reach the

people.

The man who had just come in, was Nanak Motwani, the owner of Chicago Radio.

The problem of funds ALSO soon got resolved.

‘VANDE MATARAM’ was the concluding 
song of every programme.

While the British police was 
quashing every dissident 
voice, special messengers 
and the underground 
CONGRESS NETWORK would 
regularly supply the radio 
workers with news for 
their bulletins.

On 17 AUGUST, Usha, Vithalbhai Jhaveri and Babubhai met Dr Lohia, 
who requested them to work together. They immediately consented 
and preparations began in a small house near Girgaum Chowpatty.

The secret radio broadcast began every day with the 
song, ‘SAARE JAHAN SE ACCHA’, which was followed by 
news relays, speeches, appeals and instructions to 
workers of the freedom struggle.

WE WILL
need money 

and technical 
support to carry 

out this job!

Don’t worry!
I will supply the 

needed technicians 
and equipment.

That’s amazing 
news! This, along 
with our pooled 
resources, will 
take care of our 

requirements.

We are getting 
donations from cotton 

merchants, grain 
dealers and some trade 
associations in Bombay. 
They all want to lend 

support to the freedom 
movement.

OUR MESSENGER JUST 
BROUGHT NEWS OF A STRIKE, 

BY THE WORKERS OF TATA IRON 
AND STEEL, IN SUPPORT OF THE 

QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT.

We have
to share the 
news in our 
BROADCAST.
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The radio gave an account of the freedom struggle, right from the NORTH-WEST 
Frontier Province to Bihar AND FROM the foot of the Himalayas TO KANYAKUMARI.

However, keeping the station 
running was no mean feat. 

One day -

They soon got two stations to 
work, and the broadcasting and 
recording stations were separated. 

*BLOCKING RADIO SIGNALS BY INTERFERING 

WITH RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

The congress 
radio said that British

officers captured 
and tortured Indians 

protesting in Ashti 
and Chimur.

When even
the newspapers 

are afraid to tell 
us the truth, it’s 
amazing how this 
radio keeps us 

informed.

If we have
to stay undetected 
we need to change 
location every day. 

They are frantically 
looking for us.

Our broadcast 
has been JAMMED* 

by the official 
radio.

What do
we do now? 

Maybe we can 
jam their 
network.

Let us have
a network of 
broadcasting 

stations so our 
work will not 

suffer.

We should
also separate 

the broadcasting 
and recording 

stations to be on 
the safer side. 
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Meanwhile, the police began cracking down on radio shops and through a technician, 
got information on those involved with the secret radio. On 12 NOVEMBER, 1942 -

Usha then rushed to the recording station, 
where Dr Lohia and Harris were busy 
preparing the programme for the evening.

Next morning, along with her colleague, 
Chandrakant Jhaveri, she went to the 
broadcasting station to air the morning 
programme. When the concluding song, 
‘VANDE MATARAM’, was being played -

Usha immediately approached a 
technician and asked him to prepare 
another transmitter, overnight.

Prominent political leaders Dr Lohia, Achyut Patwardhan, Harris Moinuddin and Kumi Dastur 
recorded speeches, which were carried by volunteers from the recording station to the 
broadcasting station.

Here is 
Dr Lohia’s 
message.

Play it after
Bapu’s MESSAGE. We also 

have to broadcast an 
appeal to the people 

of Bihar.

The police 
have raided 
this building.

Hurry! We
must remove the 
important files 
related to our 

activities.

Babubhai’s
office has been 

raided! some of our 
colleagues have 
been arrested.

The fight for 
freedom cannot 
stop. The work 
must go on.

The police 
is here!KNOCK

KNOCK

KNOCK
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Around 50 policemen, led by the deputy commissioner 
of police, barged in breaking open the door.

Strangely, the police obliged and only when the song was over - 

The police also confiscated the equipment 
and 140 reels of broadcasting material.Usha was taken to jail and 

kept in solitary confinement. 

y eVande 
Mataramq y

Stop 
playing 

the 
record. That 

cannot 
be done. 
Please 
wait.

Usha Mehta
and Chandrakant 
Jhaveri, I place

you under arrest
for sedition.

The stench is 
unbearable But I 
know it’s a small 
price to pay for
our FREEDOM.

Who all
were present at 
the broadcasting 

station?

For the first one and a half months of the trial, 
she was regularly taken to the high court for 
questioning.
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YOU HAVE NOT RESORTED 
TO LYING TO SAVE YOURSELF. 
YOUR SENTENCE IS REDUCED 
TO FOUR YEARS RIGOROUS 

IMPRISONMENT.

Is it 
compulsory to 
answer your 

question?

No.

Over the many court sessions that followed, the judge asked 
several questions but Usha’s response remained the same.

For six months, she was interrogated by the CID But no amount 
of harassment or enticement could break her BRAVE silence. 

The questioning was not just limited to court.

In jail, her health began to FAIL.

Usha was sent to Yerwada jail in POOna*.

*NOW KNOWN AS PUNE

Finally -

Tell us all 
you know!

We need to 
send her to 
Bombay for 
treatment.

Once she 
improves, we 
can bring her 

back here.
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No amount
of police brutality 

can CRUSH our spirit. 
Freedom is our

goal and we shall
achieve it.

That is 
Achyut 

Patwardhan. 
He is right!

It is time 
for you to 
go home.

We are a free 
and sovereign 
people today.

I want to 
DO MY PHD 
in Gandhian 
Thought.

While Usha was still in jail, underground workers once again put together the secret 
radio and transmitted from it in February and MARCH, 1943. Then, on 26 JANUARY, 1944 -

Inspiring speeches from Dr Ram Manohar Lohia and Achyut
Patwardhan marked the last transmission from the secret radio.

since her health prevented her from being politically 
active, she decided to pursue her studies.

With freedom now a reality for 
India, the interim government in 
Bombay gave orders for Usha’s 
release from prison. In April, 1946 -

While Usha was recovering at home, the day she 
had been longing for arrived. On 15 AUGUST, 1947 -

I can’t
believe this

day has finally
come!
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Congratulations on your 
second book on Gandhi. 

It’s a brilliant READ! Also, 
is the latest essay on

the topic ready to send 
to the publisher?

I have some great news 
for you. From today, 
you will be head of 

the Civics and Politics 
Department.

She soon became a champion of Gandhian principles and philosophies.

After completing her PhD, she began to teach at Wilson College in Bombay. Soon after -

She taught in Bombay university for the next 30 years.

Usha wrote many essays and books in English and Gujarati.

I have just 
completed it.

As a true Gandhian, she was elected 
President of Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, a 
trust dedicated to the preservation 
of Gandhian heritage.

Meanwhile, recognising her efforts 
in the freedom struggle, in 1998 -

She also became the President OF 
THE Gandhi Peace Foundation, Gujarat 
Vidyapith and a member of the Managing 
Committee at S.N.D.T. Women’s University.

We are proud 
to present the 

Padma Vibhushan 
to Usha Mehta for 
her exceptional 
and distinguished 

service.
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every August, Usha participated in the 
celebrations related to the Quit India 
MOVEMENT, at August Kranti Maidan. In 
August 2000, though suffering from a 
mild fever, she went as usual.

Sadly, that was the last time she attended the 
event. She came back feeling weak and frail... 

...and a few days later, 
on 11 AUGUST, 2000, at the 
age of 80, Usha Mehta 
breathed her last.

We are 
so glad 

you could 
make it.

This function 
brings back the 

intense feelings we 
experienced during 

the struggle. I 
couldn’t ever miss 
it, at least till I’m 

still here.

Usha Mehta’s contributions to India’s 
freedom struggle remain invaluable.   

In his book, ‘SECRET Congress 
Broadcasts and Storming 
Railway Tracks During Quit India 
MOVEMENT’, Gautam Chatterjee, a 
historian, writes, 
‘IN those dark hours of news 
black-out, the Congress Radio 
went on air and worked as an 
inspiration for the masses. 
It spread the message of 
secularism, internationalism, 
brotherhood and FREEDOM.’
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The Indian freedom struggle was a movement that encompassed all of society.

It saw active participation from 
men, women and even children!One such child to have emerged out 

of this movement was Parbati Giri. 

She was fierce and amassed the respect of 
her peers and her elders. This is her story.

Her father 
was Dhananjay 
Giri who 
belonged to a 
Shankaracharya 
Sanyasi family 
of Odisha.

Popularly known as ‘Jakhai’, Parbati 
was well-known in her village as 
her father was the village head.

Also, her uncle, Ramachandra 
Giri was a freedom fighter.

Her mother was Srimati Giri, a kind-hearted 
woman who was a loving mother to Parbati.

She was born on 19 January, 1926, in the 
village of Samlaipadar in the Bargarh 
district of present-day Odisha. 

Parbati Giri
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She studied 
in school till 
class three 
where she 
learnt about 
Mahatma 
Gandhi and 
the national 
freedom 
movement. 

Her uncle was a Congress leader and would 
participate in a lot of meetings with other 
nationalists in the village of Samlaipadar.

She used to eavesdrop on their 
meetings and would get influenced to 
become a freedom fighter herself.

Hearing about the exploitation of the British and 
the suffering of her countrymen made her want 
to participate in the freedom movement as well. 

In no time, she dropped out of school and began travelling from one 
village to another to campaign for the Indian National Congress.

In 1938, several senior members of the 
INC had come for a meeting in Samlaipadar.

They made note of Parbati’s determination and 
tried to convince her father to allow her to 
work for the Congress. He finally agreed.

After giving a difficult test, Parbati 
was allowed to go to the Bari Ashram 
in the Jajpur district of Odisha.

There, she learnt handicraft and the 
philosophy of Ahimsa and Self Reliance.

However, her father didn’t support this decision.
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Ever since she was a child, Parbati had progessive thoughts.

She strongly opposed the practice of untouchability and for her, change began at home. 

There were four agricultural 
labourers who worked at her home.

Two of them belonged to the lower caste and 
Parbati’s family discriminated against them since 
they were considered untouchables by society. 

In 1940, she began doing Congress’ work 
by travelling to the villages of Bargarh, 
Sambalpur, Padampur, Panimara, and Ghens.

There, she educated the villagers about 
the freedom movement and taught them 
how to spin and weave the Khadi.

From 1942 onwards, she began 
campaigning for the ‘Quit India’ Movement 
and was arrested several times for it.

The movement saw active participation 
in every village and city of Odisha.

Parbati couldn’t stand this 
behaviour and requested her father 
to not behave differently with them.
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Parbati Giri did her part 
by mobilising lower class 
people towards the 
movement and leading 
several rallies herself. 

She and her friends shouted out anti-British slogans.

It was during this time when she and her 
friends invaded the SDO’s* office in Bargar. 

There, she sat on the SDO’s chair and behaved 
like a judge while one of her friends acted 
as an advocate and the other as a peon.  

There was another 
incident at the Bargarh 
Court where she 
ordered the lawyers 
to vacate her court.

Some lawyers left the court and the 
ones who didn’t were given two bangles.

This was her attempt at promoting the Non-
Cooperative movement against the British. 

When the SDO entered, Parbati labelled 
him the culprit and ordered her 
friend, the peon, to tie him with a rope.

The police soon interrupted their 
dramatisation and arrested all of 
them. Parbati was imprisoned for 
two years at the Sambalpur Jail. 

*Sub-divisional officer
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India gained Independence in 1947. After that, 
Parbati went back to complete her schooling at 
the Prayag Mahila Vidyapith in Prayagraj in 1950. 

In 1954, she went back to Rama Devi 
to assist her in her relief work.

A year after that, in 1955, she associated herself 
with an American project that aimed at improving 
the public health of the Sambalpur district. 

She also started the Kasturba Gandhi Matruniketan, an 
ashram for women and orphans, in the Bargarh district.

Furthermore, she started another home, Dr Santra Bal Niketan 
for the destitute at Birasingh Gar in the Sambalpur District. 

Apart from that, she also 
worked towards improving 
jails and eradicating leprosy.

Her work was appreciated by the 
Department of Social Welfare of the 
Government of India who awarded 
her with a prize in 1984. 
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The first part of Parbati Giri’s life was 
dedicated towards the freedom struggle.

While the second part of her life 
was dedicated towards the welfare 
of the poor, orphans and Dalits.  

She was offered an assembly ticket and a 
Rajya Sabha seat which she politely refused.

For her work towards the welfare of 
the poor, she was given the title of the 
“Mother Teresa of Western Odisha”!

She died on 17 August, 1995 at the age of 69.

She also participated in the Bhoodan movement led by Acharya Vinoba Bhave.

In 1951, when Odisha was hit by 
a famine, she distributed relief 
in the famine-stricken villages.

She is credited for founding the Rukmini Lath Balniketan, for orphans and children, in Bargaon. 

*A movement that aimed at persuading wealthy landowners to 

voluntarily give a percentage of their land to landless people.
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The freedom struggle united Indians like never before.

People of different cultures, speaking different 
languages, all took part in this struggle.

Tarkeshwari Sinha was born on 26 
December, 1926, in the Tulsigarh village 
near Chandi under the Nalanda District.

She belonged to a Bhumihar Family, a family 
from Bihar that were prominent land-owners 
of eastern India until the 20th century.

She studied at Bankipore Girls College in Patna which 
is presently known as the Magadh Mahila College. 

In college, she was the President of the Bihar Students Congress, 
which had broken away from the All India Students Federation.

She was a bright student 
which is why she got the 
opportunity to study abroad.

She did her M.Sc in 
economics from the London 
School of Economics.

In Bihar, a young girl was born who 
was going to contribute tremendously 
to the Indian Freedom Struggle.

Her name was Tarkeshwari Sinha.

Tarkeshwari Sinha
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After returning from London, she 
became an independent activist.

She participated in the Quit India Movement.

After Independence, in 1952, the First General 
Assembly Elections were taking place. 

There was excitement all around the country.

She was brave and 
carefree. She would 
bombard her fellow 
ministers with tons 
of questions. 

She was 
diligent 
at her 
job which 
is why, 
through the 
Congress 
party, she 
got re-
elected in 
1957, 1962 
and 1967.

At the slightest instance of protest, 
she would chip in with points of order.

Tarkeshwari Sinha, who was only 26 then, was 
given a ticket by the Indian National Congress 
to contest from the Patna East Constituency. 

She won that election!
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Under the Union 
Cabinet led by the then 
Prime Minister, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, she 
became the first female 
Deputy Finance Minister 
from 1958-1964.

She was close to Morarji Desai, 
who was the then Finance Minister.

After Pandit Nehru’s death, she was on his 
side in the battle of succession between 
Desai and Indira Gandhi to replace Lal 
Bahadur Shastri as the next Prime Minister.

Desai and the other leaders 
resigned from Congress 
to form a splinter group 
known as the Indian National 
Congress (Organisation). 
Tarkeshwari Sinha joined them.

During the 1971 Lok Sabha elections, 
she lost in the Barh district in Patna 
as Congress (O)’s candidate to the 
Congress nominee Dharamvir Sinha. This 
was the first time she faced defeat.

The year after that, she returned 
to Indira Gandhi’s party.

She had also led a delegation to the U.N. and Tokyo.

151

TARKESHWARI SINHA



In 1977, she fought Lok 
Sabha election from 
Begusarai as Congress 
candidate but lost again.

After this defeat, she fought a by-election to Lok Sabha in November 
1978 from Samastipur as a Congress candidate but lost once more. 

Eventually, she retired from politics and invested 
all her time and energy into social work.

Tarkeshwari Sinha’s brother, Captain Girish 
Nandan Singh was a pilot with Air India.

He lost his life due to an 
unfortunate air crash in Delhi.

So, to honour her brother’s memory, Tarkeshwari 
Sinha set up a hospital in Tulsigarh, Bihar.

To construct it, she raised almost 
Rs. 25 lakh, a big sum at that time.

The final outcome was a 
two-floored hospital where 
treatment was almost free. 
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She also constructed a road to link the 
village with Chandi and Harnaut in Nalanda.

Stories of Tarkeshwari’s 
friendliness are quite 
popular. In July 1984, 
Farooq Abdullah had invited 
all opposition parties to 
Srinagar for a conference.

There, they were going to chalk out 
a programme of action to realign the 
Centre-State relations in the country.

EMS Namboodiripad who led the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) delegation was 
also present at this conference.

Despite summertime, Srinagar was 
chilly in the mornings and evenings.
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Mr. Namboodiripad was only wearing a faded 
knitted sweater which was already coming 
apart at the neck and along his sleeves. 

Tarakeshwari, who couldn’t 
bear this, convinced Mr. 
Namboodiripad to take off 
his sweater.

She then wrapped 
her shawl around 
him to keep him warm.

Sinha died on August 14, 2007 
in New Delhi. She was a strong 
woman who fought the battle for 
women’s emancipation on her own.

Through her actions, she 
inspired many other women 
to take up political roles. 
Her memory is forever 
cherished by her loved ones.

In the meantime, she arranged for a pair of knitting 
needles and wool that matched his sweater. 

She sat and painstakingly fixed his sweater 
and returned it to him with a warm smile.
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Manikya Lal Verma and his wife, Narayini Devi were freedom 
fighters responsible for promoting education among tribal 
folk, women and the backward classes of Rajasthan. 

Together, the couple had six children, Snehlata Verma, their 
eldest daughter, would grow up to carry on the family’s legacy. 

Born in 1921, Snehlata Verma was exposed 
to the freedom struggle through her 
parents’ active participation.

It inspired her to follow in their footsteps 
and join the fight against the British. 

She faced several atrocities through 
the way but keeping her head high, 
she supported the peasants. 

He stood by her side and was a 
constant emotional pillar for 
her throughout the movement. 

From 1919 to 1923, Manikya 
Lal Verma was part of 
the Bijola movement in 
Bhilwara, Rajasthan.

It was a peasant movement 
against the excruciating 
land extractions. Snehlata 
participated in this movement 
with her grandmother at a 
very young age.  

Later on, she carried her father’s 
legacy by extending the movement.

She married Shri Harish Chandra Pravasi who 
was extremely cooperative in her endeavours. 

Snehlata Varma
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Snehlata also took part in the Indian freedom struggle. 

This led to her being taken into custody for 
participating in Satyagraha conducted in Udaipur.

The Verma family extended their help to other oppressed factions of society. 

Her mother, Narayini Devi Verma established the ‘Mahila Sangathan’; it 
served as a platform to encourage women to join the freedom movement.

Snehlata became an important part of the 
organisation where she did a lot for the 
development and upliftment of women.

She breathed her last in 2018 at 
the age of 97. Throughout her life, 
Snehlata Verma enlightened women 
towards the development of Mewar.

The people of Rajasthan are 
forever indebted to the Verma 
family for their contributions 
towards the state and the country.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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Tileswari Barua was born in 1930 in 
the Nij-Borgaon village which was in 
the outskirts of Dhekiajuli in Assam. 

Tileswari Baruah She was born during a time when the 
political climate of the nation was delicate. 

She was the eldest of four 
children of Bhabakanta Barua.

India was at the verge of gaining Independence 
however the British had to be given a last push.  

At that time, volunteers of the Indian National Congress would sing patriotic songs everyday. 

Tileswari was influenced to join the freedom struggle because of them.

In 1942 when Gandhiji initiated the Quit India 
Movement, there was an uproar across the nation. 

Most people adopted non-violent methods to protest against the British. 
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However, a police station in the Assamese town of 
Dhekiajuli was going to receive a different treatment. 

Monbor Nath was the leader of the local mrityu vahini or suicide squad. 

Along with his group, he planned a way to defy British Rule.

The plan was to plant the 
Tricolour atop the building.

On 20 September, 1942, he led a group in a 
procession towards the Dhekiajuli police station.

Tileswari Barua noticed the 
procession going and decided that 
this was her chance to participate 
in the freedom struggle.

Without a second thought, she 
joined Monbor Nath and his gang. 

AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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But Monbor Nath was determined. 

At the police station, a police officer tried to disperse 
the crowd and warned Monbor Nath to back down. 

He defied the 
officer’s orders 
and climbed atop 
the police station.

One by one, they were all shot down. 

Within seconds, he was shot 
down by the police officer. 

This enraged the other volunteers and they followed suit. 

Despite the bloodshed, the 
volunteers didn’t back down.
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After Monbor Nath, Kumoli Devi, 
and Mohiram Koch, Tileswari was 
the fourth to be hit by the bullet.

And with that one bullet, Tileswari Barua 
sacrificed her life for the nation. 

For her valiant 
efforts, the 
Dhekiajuli town in 
Sonitpur district 
observes September 
20 as Martyrs’ Day. 

At the age of 12 when other children 
were playing and studying, Tileswari 
Barua was thinking like a freedom fighter. 
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The movement to gain India’s independence brought together 
millions of people from every walk of life in protest of colonial 
rule. This book celebrates the lives of some of the women who 

led the charge and lit the flame of protest and rebellion 
throughout the country. 

Read the stories of queens who battled colonial powers in the 
struggle against imperial rule and women who dedicated and 

even laid down their lives for the cause of the motherland. 

As we celebrate 75 years of India’s independence, we bring you 
stories of women forgotten by time, but who’s contribution to 

our freedom movement can no longer be ignored.

INDIA’S UNSUNG HEROES
Forgotten Women Freedom Fighters


